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BOD Bench 
Trail or recreational riding 

has been a core activity for 

the Vermont Horse Council, 

but with an aging population, 

changing land ownership 

patterns and trail demands 

from other user groups trail 

riding is facing some real 

challenges. Other segments 

of the equine community face 

challenges too – cost and 

availability of insurance, 

including worker’s 

compensation, availability of 

skilled and dedicated 

employees, taxation issues 

and more! VHC leadership 

remains committed to our 

trail heritage and has been 

working to be more inclusive 

and responsive to other 

segments of the equine 

community while continuing 

our efforts to develop and 

maintain trails in Vermont. 

Here are some projects and 

priorities VHC is working on 

– you can learn more about 

all of these on our website, 

FaceBook page and 

newsletter and at our next 

membership meeting on June 

17 at Vermont Technical 

College. 

 
Contd. Page 3 

VHC Economic Impact  

 
The VHC is moving ahead with an effort to study the 

economic impact of the equine industry in the state of 

Vermont. Gathering this information was identified as the 

highest priority of the equine-related businesses and 

organizations that attended the Equine Industry Summit in 

October 2016.  (Contd. Page 4) 
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I have always been an avid trail rider and to this end, I 

am interested in helping to bring more horse camping 

opportunities to Vermont.  Recently I had a meeting 

with Holly Knox, Recreational Program Manager for 

Rochester and Middlebury Range of the Green 

Mountain National Forest and Dave Nulsen, 

Maintenance Manager for Silver Lake Campground.               

The purpose of the meeting was to establish a 

campsite for horseback riders within Green Mountain 

National Forest (a 400,000 acre forest in our state).  A 

designated campsite area is already located a short 

distance from the lake. I offered the suggestion that 

since this is a primitive campsite, i.e., no vehicles, that 

a high line would be the best alternative for horses. 

We located two trees about 75' apart that could be 

used for a high line. Holly felt that the Forest Service 

should provide the high line. I have provided her with 

a list of what I felt should be provided. (100 ft. rope, 4-

knot eliminators, 2 tree savers). We also discussed the issue of manure. I thought for the time 

being since we have no idea of the volume that just pitching the manure into the brush was 

the best solution. We decided a pitchfork should also be provided. The next issue was water. 

We located an already established path/road to the lake that is easily accessible by horse and 

not near the other campers. The footing seemed solid and I felt it would be a good spot to 

water horses. 

 

I also offered to come up some verbiage for horseback campers on using a high line, using 

water from the lake and general etiquette.  

 

This is a very nice area. 

Although there are not a huge 

amount of trails, there are lots 

of forest roads and trails not too 

far from the campsite via 

gravel roads. 

 

Submitted by Jean Audet 
 

Have a product, clinician, destination, trail to recommend?  Highlight any horse related 
insights here at the Word of Mouse space. 

Word of Mouse – Silver Lake, Goshen, VT 
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BOD Bench – contd. 
➢ Equine Industry summit – our second summit will take place Oct. 25 at Vermont 

Technical College 

➢ Equine Industry Impact Study – a top priority from last year’s summit – industry leaders 

including a veterinarian, trainers, breed organizations, retailers and educators have 

joined the VHC committee to help guide this important project 

➢ Forests, Parks and Recreation Cooperative Agreement – this agreement will confirm 

VHC’s role as the coordinator for all equine-related projects on state lands in Vermont 

and provide a critical voice representing equestrian uses 

➢ Participation at Trail Economic Impact Conference and Vermont Trails and Greenways 

Council – making sure equestrian needs are heard at these important multi-user 

venues  

➢ Specific trail projects at Groton, Ascutney, Willoughby and Robinson Springs- VHC 

continues to work with local users to develop and maintain trail access and quality 

➢ Membership Recruitment and Growth – in addition to general membership, VHC is 

committed to growing our relationship with Vermont’s equine businesses through our 

new business memberships 

    As the only statewide organization representing all equestrians, VHC is well positioned to 

lead these efforts to elevate and promote equestrian needs and concerns with state agencies, 

towns and the legislature. Our role in educating and organizing is essential to preserving and 

establishing trail access, business support and industry recognition. 

    Many people talk about the growth of mountain bike trails in VT – one reason that activity is 

so successful is the incredible organization that supports local clubs through a state-wide 

organization – so there are local “boots on the ground” to build, maintain and monitor local 

conditions and opportunities. Perhaps we can increase our work with local riding clubs to 

cooperatively increase equestrian trail opportunities. Perhaps we can host a trail summit, like 

our Equine Industry Summit to bring equestrians together to identify trail priorities and 

strengthen our network. 

     In the coming months, you’ll learn more about these projects and more. VHC needs more 

members if we are to continue this work. If you ride on trails and are concerned about access 

to trails on private land, maintenance and competition from other users – get involved – many 

hands make light work! 

 

 

 

Lameness Clinic 

Horse Communication Clinic 

Groton Corrals 
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Welcome to our new VHC Treasurer! 

    Hello Everyone I would like to introduce 

myself.  My name is Cortni Cleveland, I live in 

Hardwick, Vermont on a small farm with my 

husband, 4 horses, a pug, and 18 Buff Orphington 

chickens (who coincidently also think they are 

dogs.) 

    My life long love of animals stems from having 

spent so much time on my Grandparents dairy farm 

and having been set up on the back of a horse long 

before I could walk.  It has always been very clear 

that I am happiest working with animals or helping people with their animals and my job at 

Guy's Farm and Yard in Morrisville allows me to do just that. 

    Any spare time I have is spent riding my Quarter Horse (Bailey) and my Morgan (George), 

showing at local shows, and enjoying trail rides.  (OK moment of honesty..... this is not 

completely true..... I won't sugar coat it.... if you have horses you know the amount of work they 

are and really my spare time is spent cleaning stalls, moving hay, cleaning tack, farrier 

appointments, vet appointments, etc. AND once that is all done, maybe if I am not too tired, I will 

get a ride in.) That all being said I wouldn't change a single moment of it! 

    Which was why I was thrilled when I was approached about becoming a Board Member for 

the Vermont Horse Council. I believe in our mission and want to do something with my time that 

could potentially make a positive impact in other horse peoples lives. The Vermont Horse 

Council has a membership of great people who love their horses as much as I do.  It is an honor 

to not only be a member but to also be part of the Board of Directors. I look forward to meeting 

all of you at our events this year.  Have a great summer everyone, Cortni Cleveland 

 

Member Highlight – Cortni Cleveland 

ECONOMIC IMPACT – contd. 
Similar studies are over a decade old and no current data exists. The data gathered will  

• Assist businesses applying for loans to expand 

• Assist organizations and businesses applying for grants to support programs and services 

• Provide factual support for industry work with regulatory and legislative processes. 

The VHC is joined by a group of industry leaders to oversee the study. This Advisory Committee held its 

first meeting on May 5, 2016 at UVM Morrill Hall. Karen McKnight of Vermont Morgan Horse Association, 

Chrissy Rohan, UVM Equine Studies Faculty, Tracy Ostler, Executive Director of Green Mountain Horse 

Association, Mary Fay, 4-H UVM Extension,  Michelle Kingston, owner of Lazy Acres Equine, Phil Van 

Harreveld, DVM of the Vermont Large Animal Clinic, Louise Calderwood, agricultural consultant and 

equestrian, and VHC President Heidi Krantz joined Jane Kolodinsky, Florence Becot, Bill Vallliere  - all of 

the Center for Rural Studies to consider if and how to proceed with this project. Kate Selby, owner of The 

Equestry and Emily Corley of Poulin Grain participated by telephone. 

There was no doubt about the need for this project. Discussion centered on what information to gather, 

and how to reach such a diverse and dispersed community and to encourage their participation in any 

survey mechanism. Committee members felt confident that the networks of those represented would 

provide a good starting place and could be augmented as our outreach efforts spread the word about the 

study.  Different mechanisms are needed to gather this information and the Center for Rural Studies will 
provide proposals for the committee to consider at their next meeting in late June. 
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This is a story based partly on historic facts 

and dates, partly on stories handed down 

by fathers to sons and teachers to students, 

(certainly not exaggerated) and a little 

storytelling by me.   

 

In the late summer of 1795 a school 

teacher and singing master, named Justin 

Morgan, left his home in Randolph, 

Vermont and walked to his former home in 

West Springfield, Massachusetts.  The 

reason for this long and arduous trip was 

to collect a debt owed him some seven 

years by his cousin John Morgan. When he 

reached his destination, John, being a 

pretty good horse trader convinced Justin 

 that he had no money but wouldn’t send him back home empty handed.  “I have this good 

looking three year old gelding I’ll give ya. He’ll bring morn’ what I owe ya I’m sure,” said 

John.  

 

 Justin objected and John continued, “ I’ll even thro in that little bay.   He’s sired by that Dutch 

horse ben’ paraded about the last couple-three years.  Git him cut and put the feed to him and 

he’ll grow ta match that three year old, I’m sure.  They’re a little scruffy now, but on grass in 

the spring they’ll shine up pretty nice.”  So Justin headed back to Vermont leading the three 

year old gelding with the little bay colt tagging along behind.   

 

When Justin reached Randolph and started trying to turn them into much needed cash, he was 

able to sell the gelding but no one wanted the little runt.  “This country ain’t no place fer 

ponies” he was told time and time again.   

 

As times were hard and money scarce, Justin worked for neighbors cutting firewood and logs 

and drawing them out to the mill.  He picked stone and drew them to the stonewall builders.  

All this was done while keeping up with his school and music teaching.  That pace was great 

for the colt but took its toll on Justin.  His health began to fail.  After a couple of years, with 

reluctance, Justin leased “Figure”, as Justin named him, to Robert Evans.  Evans had just 

purchased a hillside woodlot that he wanted to clear.  He acquired an indentured servant, a 

big burly man, and set him to work cutting and clearing, while Evans skidded and drew 

firewood to customers and logs to Martins mill in town.  Figure skidded and drew firewood and 

logs six days a week.  On Saturday nights, Evans would hitch him to the buckboard and drive 

him to town for groceries, supplies and most importantly, his weekly supply of spirits.  On 

Sunday, Evans would hitch Figure to the buggy so his wife and kids could go to church in style.  

Figure was very, very stylish! 

 
  

THE FIRST HORSE PULL 
By Morris Lasell 



 

 

6 

SUMMER 2017 
 

VERMONT HORSE COUNCIL 

“You can see what man made from the seat of an automobile, but the best way to 

see what God made is from the back of a horse.” – Charles M. Russell 
 

One Saturday evening on his way to the Inn for his spirits the men at Martins mill hailed him 

down and asked him if he would help them by hitching his little horse on beside Martins big 

grey mare, Lucy, to pull in the last log of the day; a large pine.   

 

“We’d like er up on the landing so we can set er up on the mill tonight.  Martin wants to start on 

it first thing Monday mornin’” one of the men explained.   

“What’s the matter with Lucy?” Evans asked 

“She can’t budge it “ they replied. 

“I wouldn’t hitch my horse beside that old nag.  I’ll yard er myself fer a couple of pints” 

wagered Evans 

“We’ll take you up on that bet!” the men laughed heartedly 

 

Evans unhitched Figure from the buckboard while the men moved Lucy.  Evans eyed the log 

and remarked, “We skid bigger logs n’ that every day.  Set three of ya on the back n’ we’ll land 

er in three pulls fer a third pint.” 

Three of the biggest men climbed on the back.  Evans cautioned them, “Watch your feet.  Nate, 

you get up there with the lantern n’ holler ‘whoa’ when she’s where you want it.” 

 

Evans stepped up on front and bellowed “GIT”, slapping Figure lightly with a line.  To 

everyone’s surprise, when Figure stopped, the log was halfway to the landing.  After a short 

breather, Evans repeated his command and the log ended on the landing.   

 

One of the men was heard to say, “T’was three pints er go down to the barn n’yoke up Martins’ 

team of cattle.  That woulda took a while.”   Another replied, “Ya, n’ we’d be setting er up til 

midnight!” 

 

This episode spread around Randolph like wild fire.  The talk and bragging caused the men at 

the mill to leave some of the bigger logs a ways out from the mill to settle disputes among the 

farmers and loggers of who had the strongest and most earnest skid horse.    

 

I am sure on this evening in 1799 at Martins Mill in Randolph, Vermont horse-pulling 

competition was born.  Many strong and earnest horses have competed over the years, but the 

story of the little Dutch, bay colt and the big pine log was, and still is, the most talked about 

horse pull in Vermont.   

 
Morris is an octogenarian who carries on agricultural traditions on his family farm in 

Williamstown, VT.  He has been an active member of the Vermont Horse Council since its 

inception 40 years ago. 
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THE HIGH PICKET LINE 

    Where the high line goes around the tree, the bark should be protected by padding, 

such as a cinch or gunnysack. A 2" wide nylon "tree saver" strap is a good choice. Never 

use your lash cinch to fasten one of a tether line; most lash hooks can break easily as well 

as the canvas portion. 

     The high picket line prevents the horse from getting around the tree, damaging the 

bark or root system. As with other methods of restraining horses, the high picket line 

should be set up away from the immediate camp area - away from the trail and back in 

the trees where the least ground cover will be disturbed.   

     The lead rope may be tied directly to the high picket line as shown in figure (A – 

circled below), or a loop knot, figure (B – squared below), can be tied at intervals along 

the high line. A 2" ring or swivel snap can be placed on the line before the loop knot is 

tied. This is handy because the loop knot has a tendency to tighten on the lead rope 

making it difficult to untie.  

     The loop knot can always be loosened and moved to suit any spacing or situation. If 

the lead rope is tied directly to the high line as shown below; a half hitch thrown over the 

loop will keep it from working loose.  

     There are three things to be cautious about when using the high picket line: 1.  There 

must be a swivel in the lead rope or it will become twisted or unraveled as the horse 

moves around. 2.  If the lead is tied too long the horse may get a leg over the lead or may 

become tangled if it rolls. 3.  If the high picket line is too low, a saddled animal may catch 

the saddle on the high line and damage the saddle.  

    Again, the high picket line is to keep stock from damaging trees or their root systems. 

If the lead rope is allowed to slide along the high line, it defeats the purpose of this 

method. 

   Half-inch hemp rope makes a good high line. Nylon is too stretchy. Multi-filament 

polypropylene rope is best. It will stretch more than hemp, but is stronger, lighter, and 

will not soak up water. Many horsemen use the lash ropes from their packsaddles for the 

high picket line. 

Article from: 

Backcountry Horseman  
of America Handbook 

 

MEMORY MULTIPLIERS 
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AMERICAN HORSE COUNCIL  
 

In a few days horse lovers from all over the United States will be traveling to Washington 
D.C. to attend the 2017 AHC’s yearly National Issues Forum Meeting.   

Who are these people? 

 

They represent all parts of the equine industry and they are passionate about doing all they 

can to make the lives of horses safer and make the trails they ride remain available for the 

future riders.  Attendees include all varieties of riders from what I call “hackers” to those 

who compete at the National level and even the International level. 

 

There are veterinarians and farriers, those who own only one horse to those who have barns 

that include 50 horses. And then there are those who don’t have a horse but love them and 

want to be part of keeping their life as safe as possible. 

  

Meetings start with the Coalition of State Horse Councils Sunday June 11th and in the days to 

follow include sessions on the unwanted horse, safety issues dealing with trailering, horse 

racing, a variety of breed issues, and much more.   The last day is the opportunity to go to 

the Capital and talk to your state’s senator and representative regarding concerns you have 

that affect your state. 

  

There is not enough time to include all that makes up this amazing event, but having 

attended several times I have felt it was life changing for me when it comes to what I want to 

do for these amazing animals.  And, if you have the opportunity to attend one day, I hope you 

will feel the same.  

 

By Ilene Douglas, VHC Delegate  
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It takes a village!  Thanks to -  

 

Phyllis Civitello lead a successful workday to erect 

additional corrals at Groton State Forest on May 20th; 

14 enthusiastic volunteers helped in the work.  They 

included:  Morris and Brenda Lasell, Mike Civitello, 

Peter Otto, Heidi Krantz, Steward Hammond, Angelita 

Guzman, Meg Costello, Bob DeSorbo, Nancy Boldt, 

Dick Chase, Patty Hammond, Chelsea Magnant and 

our expert quilt maker who helped to raise the funds 

for the corrals, Sue James.  

 

A huge thanks to Doug Smith as he exits the VHC 

Board for personal reasons.  Doug has been an 

invaluable contributor to the organization.  We are 

appreciative of his many years of service, especially 

handing our membership roster.  

 

Thank yous are in order for our outgoing VHC 

treasurer, Gloria Bruce.  The good news is that she will 

be remaining on the board until annual elections in 
the seat vacated by Doug Smith. 

Some Good Horse Reads: 



 

 

 

Feedback 
The editor of your newsletter welcomes your feedback, 

comments and submissions.  Deadline for the VHC Fall 

Edition will be July 25, 2017 with a publication date of 

August 01. 

jkcole@trans-video.net or see you at 

our events.  

Here’s to horses! 

VERMONT HORSE COUNCIL 

VERMONT HORSE COUNCIL SUMMER 2017 
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