
Vermont Horse Council Newsletter – Spring 2012 

“Creating a unified equine voice” 

 
Per the By-laws of The Vermont Horse Council 
This is notification of VHC Meeting to be held: 

WARNING OF BY-LAW VOTE 
NOMINATIONS AND VOTE FOR BOARD OF DIRECTORS 

VERMONT HORSE COUNCIL 
MAY 20, 2012 

9:00 P.M. - 12:00 P.M 
 

The memberships of the Vermont Horse Council are hereby warned to meet at University of 
Vermont Extension Office, 617 Comstock Rd., Berlin, Vermont on Sunday, May 20th, at 9 
o'clock in the morning and there and then to cast their ballot for accepting By-Laws updates, 
discussion and other changes as directed by the Board of Directors. The vote will be taken 
between the hours of 9 a.m. and 12:00 p.m.    
 
Letter from the President 
 
Dear Vermont Horse Council Members, 
 
Over the last few years, I have developed a notion that Vermont could be more welcoming to equestrians. 
Earlier this year, I was expressing my views to some friends, who encouraged me to run for President of the 
Vermont Horse Council. My motivation in this position is to make VHC a greater influence and make Vermont 
more inviting to horse people. In order to organize and display my thoughts, I put together a chart of how that 
could happen. I presented this chart at the March 11, 2012 meeting.  
The objective is to increase VHC visibility, expand activities and attract more participation. To that end this is 
what has happened to date. 
 
Strengthen our ties with the Vermont Farm Bureau-Meeting with Tim Buskey on Mar.26. 
Items discussed: 

- Dual Membership inviting the VFB 3500 members to become  members in VHC and the VHC members 
in the VFB 

- Making VHC an influence in the development of the VFB policy. 
- Giving VHC access to all the VFB discount programs and giving VHC the ability to suggest programs 

the VFB might adopt for its members 
- Making VHC part of the Nationwide Insurance conference for direct input on Nationwide products and 

policies for equestrians. 
- VHC members would receive the award winning “Vermont Fences” magazine and be able to contribute 

feature articles and stories throughout the year. 
- Lobbying by VFB on all horse related policies in the Vermont Legislature. 

As an anecdote, when I was leaving the meeting I met Joe and Anne Tisbit, who are VFB reps from Lamoille 
County. Joe said he saved $100 on his last fuel bill because of VFB discounts. 
 



Trail Development: At the Sept. ride a committee was formed to make the NEKET area more attractive. It is 
desirable to have shorter loops and a request has been submitted to Lou Bushey, the steward for that area, to do 
some scouting. No response to date. 
 
 
Trail Rides: Steve Bissonette has agreed to host a ride in Island Pond on a weekend of June. John Farr has 
agreed to host a ride in Waterbury on a weekend in August. Dates for these rides will be put on the web site.  
 
County Representatives: Susan Vita has agreed to be a county representative from Chittenden County. Vickie 
Smith has agreed to be a county representative from Addison County. The wanted poster identifies more reps 
are needed. 
 
Web Site: Links to Vermont Farriers, Vermont Vet Services and Vermont Stables have been added to the VHC 
web site 
 
Advertizing:   Both the Imagination Co. and Green Mountain Video have provided quotes for the production of 
Public Service Announcements. The recent accident in Derby emphasized the need for public education. 
Without being too presumptuous, there is indication that the Vermont Farm Bureau may provide the funding. 
 
Shows: Carmel Stone has created a new brochure as a hand out at the shows. An offer was made by VFB to 
create a more “glossier” version if need be. 
 
Irene Fund: Since the question was raised on the propriety of the Irene Fund, a review was necessary to 
provide an answer. The membership needs to understand that this was a very serious concern, not only to assure 
adequate business ethics were practiced but also to assure compliance to IRS 501 (c) (3) policies. Anything less 
could be considered negligence and jeopardize the VHC 501 (c) (3) status.  That review was performed. (See 
attached letter) This issue however did identify the need for improved governance and oversight. No, this will 
not be the installation of a corporate management system, but the establishment of some basic organization 
responsibilities which brings up the next item. 
 
By-Law Revision: Excerpt from IRS 501 (c) (3)...Governing Body “If a governing board tolerates a climate of 
secrecy or neglect, we are concerned that charitable assets are more likely to be directed to the benefit of private 
interests… Successful governing Boards include individuals who not only are knowledgeable and engaged but 
selected with the organizational needs in mind (e.g. accounting, finance, compensation, ethics, etc).” Please 
read the attached proposed revisions with the above in mind. Your attendance at the May meeting is important 
for the approval of the revisions and the setting of a strategy for the rest of the year. 
 
Vision Quest: Although this event happened in February 2012, it was a very fruitful exercise. Many signed up 
for such topics as Member benefits, Legislation, Networking, Trails/Camping etc. and some of you will be 
called upon to pursue its’ goals. 
 
So, in looking forward, there are some very exciting and productive times ahead.   
 
 
Respectfully Submitted, 
 
Ken Hoeppner, President 
Vermont Horse Council 

 
 
 
 



Secretary Report of the Vermont Horse Council's 
March 11, 2012 Annual meeting 

Held at the UVM Extension Office, Berlin Vermont 
 
Meeting called to order by President Roger Morin at 1:10 pm 
In attendance were 37 members and 2 guests. 
 
Officers and Directors Present: Roger Morin, President; Patricia Branon, VP; Terry Rose, Secretary/Treasurer; 
Morris Lasell, Carmel Stone and Mike Benoit all Directors. 
 
Members Present: Karen Blow, Shelly Lauzon, Brenda Lasell, Annette Deberville, James Deberville, John Farr, 
CJ Altland, Sue Altland, Jyl Emerson, Bea Gill, Vickie Smith, Martha Benoit, Rick Vanderploeg, Suzanne 
Hoeppner, Mary Gilman, Phyllis Civitello, Mike Civitello, Tim Stone, Steven Vieiera, Art Sinclair, Tammy 
Simon, Skip Derry, Ken Hoeppner, Fay Ferris, Heidi Krantz, Charles Fergus, Belinda Brown, Ilene Douglas, 
Roger Morin, Jody Barna, Terri Devlin, Beverly McMullin 
 
Guests: Doug Smith, Betsy Greene 
 
The secretary minutes as typed by Terry Rose of the January meeting were approved as printed in the most 
recent newsletter. Motion made by Terry Rose, seconded by Karen Blow. So moved. 
 
The Treasurer's report as presented by Terry Rose was read and accepted as follows.  
VHC Checking at 3/1/12: $4880.79 
Savings $17,401.29 
Petty Cash $63.80 
Total balance: $22,345.88 
 
Pledges: 
Parade Group: 0 
Equine Emergency: $605 
Trail Maintenance $2073.11 
Irene Emergency: $375.05 
NEKET: $5524.42 
LATR: $318.32 
General/4-H: $168.74 
Clif/Floyd: $2834.04 
Total Pledges: $11,898.68 
Making total available funds: $10,447.20 
 
Heidi Krantz made the motion, seconded by Carmel Stone. So moved. 
 
The PayPal Account on the VHC website was questioned specifically because Cindy Cross-Greenia's name is 
displayed on a member's credit card statement instead of the Vermont Horse Council name and she wanted to 
know how to submit her donation to the Irene Disaster Fund to her accountant. She needs proof. We decided all 
pay-pal donors would get a thank you letter from the Vermont Horse Council on Horse Council letter head. Ken 
Hoeppner stated there should have been a separation of duties in our accounting system of receipts and 
dispersements and he offered to help us in that regard. 
 
The Membership report as submitted by Terry Rose was approved. Motion made by Morris, Seconded by 
Patricia Branon. 
 
 



Committee Reports: 
American Horse Council: 
Ilene Douglas reported that the American Horse Council Equine Directory is out and we discussed subjects such 
as which states had the largest horse population. Texas is first, California second and Florida third. The horse 
industry spends $102 billion annual. The annual American Horse Council meeting will be held in Washington, 
DC June 24th thru the 27th, 2012. Ilene thinks the VHC president should be sent when funds become available. 
The group tried to encourage her to go to represent VHC, but she does not feel she has enough history with 
VHC to attend. The Coalition of State Horse Councils meets the Sunday night of the AHC meeting. Ilene said 
nothing has been passed in the House budget this year that affects us. The trails’ bill at the Federal level, are not 
going to the Senate. Foreign labor has not been approved. The Congressional Calgary Program was formed to 
help voters approach the American Horse Council about issues we feel need to be addressed. You can sign up at 
the American Horse Council and AHC will deal with that issue with Congress. So, if you know of a trail at the 
State or Federal level that has been closed, please let them know. And, regarding the Unwanted Horse 
Coalition, AHC does a lot at the Federal level. 
 
If we decide to send a representative to the AHC annual meeting, estimated costs for one person are as follows: 
Total Cost- $1600-$1700  
Flight: $240-$245 
Hotel: $235/night 
Registration: $200. 
Taxi: $25 
Meals: (7 meals) (no estimate for meals at this time) 
 
Some discussion ensued about forming a committee to do fundraising to send a representative sometime in the 
future. 
Some discussion about the Green Mountain National Forest (GMNF) ensued. One member said trails are closed 
due to Hurricane Irene. We might propose to help the Forest service so we can use them again in the Southern, 
Central and Brandon areas. This would be a good time to talk to Congressmen and Senators to better the trails 
in GMNF. Mike Benoit offered to call the Senate. 
 
Annual Trail Ride : 
Karen Blow reported that the meeting met just before the VHC annual meeting. It was decided to keep the 
prices the same this year at $85 for a non-member and $65 for members. 
 
Farm Bureau: 
Bev McMullin reported that there are many advantages to joining the Farm Bureau on an individual basis. Such 
benefits include discounts on farm and auto insurance, discounts on Pyrofax propane and fuel oil. Bev has 
brochures supporting farms throughout Vermont that she'll send out to anyone interested. 
 
Large Animal Technical Rescue: 
Tammy Simon reported that this fall LATR plans to do training at two different fire schools. Roger from the 
ASPCA and the committee need to coordinate the times for when these trainings will take place. 
 
Vickie Smith commented that she found a stack of LATR manuals that she'd be happy to share with anyone 
interested in them. 
 
Newsletter: 
Carmel Stone reported that there is no News 
 
 
 



 
Northeast Kingdom Equestrian Trails (NEKET):  
Martha Benoit reported that they are thinking of having a work day June second. If anyone is interested in 
helping, please contact Martha. Predicted jobs to be done are driving trucks to scope out trails and dirt roads. 
Chuck Fergus reported that he has been groomed by Steve Simpson to work with the Department of Natural 
Resources and Chuck wants to get out on the trails with Lou Bushy to scope out exactly what needs to be done. 
A piece of paper was sent around for volunteers to sign up with contact information for NEKET use. 
 
The NEKET map was discussed. Chuck is trying to meet with Lou and some volunteers to take GPS's and map 
out the various NEKET routes. Then the new map can be made. Mike Benoit pointed out that the roads are 
accurate on the map as we know it, but the scale is not accurate. Discussion about signs ensued and Chuck said 
signage is important but we must try to think of why we have the trails this way. The Department of Natural 
Resources wants the trail system to have a wilderness look to it. Discussion ensued about the NEKET maps and 
why some people had them and some did not. Perhaps LIFE members did not get one?  
 
Phyllis Civitello brought up the fact that she would like to see smaller loops in the NEKET area. Chuck and 
Ken are working on creating smaller loops. A letter went out to Lou Bushy on January 19th and a follow up 
letter went out at the end of February. There has been no response from Lou yet. 
 
There is still a beaver/flooding situation.  
 
It was suggested that the weekend of the trail ride at least, have ribbons or silly string in the trees for the trail the 
group will be using for the trail ride/trail ride weekend in September. 
 
Parade Group: 
Jody Barna reported that last year Sharon Stearns contacted her about riding in a parade in Brandon. Sharon 
wanted to let her daughters and she and her husband represent the Vermont Horse Council by riding their horses 
in the Brandon 4th of July Parade. Jody arranged to get the helmet covers; saddle pads and banner to Sharon 
and the whole family as well as the town were pleased. 
 
At the July 3rd in Montpelier, VHC had a successful showing. VHC parade horses were the only animals in the 
whole parade. The group purchased a muck bucket on wheels for manure removal. Labor Day Parade was 
cancelled due to inclement weather. 
 
A motion was made by Heidi Krantz to budget $600.00 for the year 2012 for insurance and other purchases 
necessary to keep the Parade Group active. Seconded by Patricia Branon 
 
Parade dates for 2012: 
July 3rd in Montpelier, Labor Day in Northfield, and James and Annette offered to represent VHC in the 
Tunbridge Fair parade. 
 
It was suggested that we purchase Penny’s to replace the t-shirts. Perhaps the Tunbridge 4-H club could help 
with making some for us. Vickie Smith suggested she take the parade saddle pads for storage. She could 
represent VHC in the Bristol Parade and the Brandon Parade. 
 
Riding & Driving : 
Brenda Lasell reported that there is no news in the activities of the riders since the last meeting. Martha Benoit 
recreated the riding & driving applications and cover letter for when riders join. Copies of the application will 
be available at Everything Equine. 
 
Scholarships: 



Morris Lasell reported that we need more money in the General/4-H fund. Camp season is coming up. We need 
to support our young people.  
 
Sue Altland reported that there are currently no applications for the Clif/Floyd Memorial Scholarship fund.  Sue 
admitted she and Morris don’t always agree on the minimum amount to give, but they both agree that the 
maximum remain $500. 
 
A motion was made by Heidi to take $1200 from the general fund and put it into the General/4-H fund. That 
was seconded by Karen. All in favor. 
 
It was agreed that an article would go out in the newsletter explaining the General/4-H scholarship account. It 
was also agreed that the adult recipient of a scholarship should come to a meeting to speak to our group about 
their experience. There was discussion about creating a committee and with the help of the secretary and 
treasurer look into changing the name of the General/4-H fund. No action or direction was taken though. 
 
Trail Maintenance Fund: 
Morris Lasell reported that the fund was created to help horse clubs fix trails in their area using a matching 
funds program. This fund needs more advertising and the information needs to get to trail clubs in the state. 
 
Website: 
Ken Hoeppner offered to be the new chair for our website on a temporary basis. He is going to perform a 
comparison of features from NY, Mass, NH and Wis. Horse Councils and will deliver a report to the rest of the 
members. 
 
By-Laws: 
Mike Benoit reported that he and Morris met to discuss the by-laws. Changes were made to selection of 
Directors, clarification of terms for President, revision of membership categories that resulted from 
incorporating NEKET access and use into the membership benefit package and modernizing the language with 
minor editorial changes. 
Comment/Commentary/Suggestions were requested. Discussion ensued regarding members who wanted to vote 
but could not make the meeting. Could we have a proxy vote or an absentee ballot? It was decided that if VHC 
had a proxy vote, people would not come to meetings.  
It was pointed out that members need to be warned 20 days prior to a meeting. 
Mike and Morris will finish the changes and WARN it for the next meeting or at a special meeting. 
 
Lamoille Valley Rail Trail : 
Ken Hoeppner reported that there are two meetings scheduled for March 23rd and 29th for Act 250 review  
at the Lamoille Union High School.  
This project was expected to be complete by 2008 but is still in the permitting process. Currently the footing is 
not good for horses.  
The final plan would like an 8 foot wide limestone path with 4 foot of grass on either side.  
Right now there are a lot of wash outs due to the hurricane.  
VAST has approached FEMA for funds but they were refused as VAST does not own the land. 
 
Everything Equine: 
Jyl Emerson reported that she was not able to attend last year due to mechanical problems with her truck but she 
is willing to help out this year. Roger indicated last year's event was a good one. Discussion ensued about where 
all of VHC equipment is, how the slide show was created and displayed, who has a lap top, etc. It was decided 
we need some nice pictures sent to Jyl so she can create a slide show of everything VHC does throughout the 
year. Hopefully we can do better this year. It was suggested we get pictures from riders at Tunbridge and 
NEKET and the parades, pictures showing how much VHC helped during the Irene Flood situation. Some 
software may be required to make the change from power point to slide show.  



 
It was decided a committee would be formed to handle all of the Everything Equine details. Carmel will work 
with a few people to work on booth ideas. 
 
Discussion ensued regarding the laptop that got approved at the last meeting. Is it a VHC laptop? It was 
mentioned that because the laptop was purchased through the Vermont Human Federation, the lap top should 
not be out in the public. It was suggested the board look at the grant to determine who owns the lap top and 
what we can do with it. 

Vermont Trails & Greenways Council: 

Heidi Krantz reported spoke about the Renewal of the Recreation Trails Program. Vermont receives money 
from this Federal program and passes it along through our state program. The VHC can apply for grants. The 
Trails and Greenways Council likes having equestrians as part of their group. 
 
New Business: 
The Lucky Trail Riders (LTR) donation of $1466 was discussed. Jill Devoe, President of Lucky Trail Riders, 
sent dissolution papers of LTR and a check in the amount of $1466 to Terry Rose, VHC Treasurer. The group 
decided to split the money as follows: $500 to Trail Maintenance Fund, $500 to Clif/Floyd Fund and $466 to 
the Emergency Hay Fund. Motion made by Morris and seconded by Patricia. All in favor. 
 
Horse Person of the Year: 
Roger Morin, President read a beautiful letter submitted by Cindy Cross-Greenia recommending Leslie 
Chadwell of Stockbridge receive this award. Congratulations Leslie! 
 
Crossing Canadian Borders: 
Mary Gilman, a VHC member from Canada attended the meeting to discuss crossing the Canadian border from 
Vermont. On October 31st the United States will have lost veterinary service onto the Canadian side using 
Interstate 89. Coming south, will be fine since there is a US Vet. But, to go into Canada and do not have 30 day 
papers you will have to cross into Canada via I-87 in New York State just for the Veterinary service. If you sold 
a horse across the border, you will have a problem. It is her opinion that I-89 is a major thorough fare and was 
wondering if VHC Officers could send a letter of concern to the Governmental officials that might fix this 
problem. Patricia Branon committed VHC to do so. 
No motion, no vote. 
 
Election of Officers: 
The nominating committee recommended the following slate of officers: 
President: Ken Hoeppner and Mike Benoit 
Vice President: Patricia Branon and Heidi Krantz 
Secretary: Brenda Lasell 
Treasurer: Terry Rose 
 
Presidential Race: Terry Rose was nominated for President from the floor. Mike, Ken and Terry each spoke for 
themselves and the results were: Ken 24, Mike 7 and Terry 6 votes. 
Vice President: Patricia spoke for herself and Heidi withdrew her nomination 
The new officers are: Ken Hoeppner, President, Patricia Branon, Vice President, Brenda Lasell, Secretary and 
Terry Rose, Treasurer. 
 
Ken began his new Presidency by announcing his plans for a Public Service Announcement. He hopes to have a 
road safety video recording and an audio recording sent to TV stations and radio stations. He'd like to use 
Morris and his brother as actors for this project. 
 



 
Next meeting date:  
 
May 20th at 9:00 a.m at the Berlin UVM Extension office 
 
Meeting Adjourned. Motion made by Roger, seconded by Patricia. All in favor. 
 
Respectfully Submitted by Terry Rose, Interim Secretary 
 
 
 

Note from Vice President:  Patricia Branon 
 
I wanted to let the membership know that VHC now will receive a 10% discount at Walkers in 
St. Albans as well as Guy's Farm and Yard in Williston.  Everyone must show their membership 
card upon purchase. 
  
Have a great day. 
  
Thanks. 
  
Patricia 
 

 
 

Registration Forms for the Tunbridge Ride will be available at the Vermont Horse Council 
Booth at Everything Equine, April 27th-29th.  The forms will also be sent out in the next VHC 
newsletter. 
 
 
Editor’s Note – This will be my last newsletter as Editor.  I will continue to be active in VHC; however, I 
need to concentrate my business and teaching Reiki Classes.  I have enjoyed putting together the 
newsletter, but now it is time for someone else to take over the reins, pun intended.  Thanks for all the 
encouragement and support during my time as editor. 

Carmel N. Stone 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 

NNNNomination Letter for Vermont Horse Councilomination Letter for Vermont Horse Councilomination Letter for Vermont Horse Councilomination Letter for Vermont Horse Council    

Horseperson of the YearHorseperson of the YearHorseperson of the YearHorseperson of the Year    

When hurricane Irene hit Vermont in August of 2010 many areas of the state received extreme damage buWhen hurricane Irene hit Vermont in August of 2010 many areas of the state received extreme damage buWhen hurricane Irene hit Vermont in August of 2010 many areas of the state received extreme damage buWhen hurricane Irene hit Vermont in August of 2010 many areas of the state received extreme damage but the area surrounding Stockbridge saw every access t the area surrounding Stockbridge saw every access t the area surrounding Stockbridge saw every access t the area surrounding Stockbridge saw every access 

road destroyed and impassable, homes cut off from communication and unfortunately homes, farm and businesses destroyed.road destroyed and impassable, homes cut off from communication and unfortunately homes, farm and businesses destroyed.road destroyed and impassable, homes cut off from communication and unfortunately homes, farm and businesses destroyed.road destroyed and impassable, homes cut off from communication and unfortunately homes, farm and businesses destroyed.    

As coordinator for the Irene disaster fund I was making contact with each member of As coordinator for the Irene disaster fund I was making contact with each member of As coordinator for the Irene disaster fund I was making contact with each member of As coordinator for the Irene disaster fund I was making contact with each member of VHC as I heard of areas that were becoming devastated.  I knew that VHC as I heard of areas that were becoming devastated.  I knew that VHC as I heard of areas that were becoming devastated.  I knew that VHC as I heard of areas that were becoming devastated.  I knew that 

Leslie Chadwell was a well respected member of the horse community in Stockbridge and placed a call to her.  Leslie said that she was OK and her horses and Leslie Chadwell was a well respected member of the horse community in Stockbridge and placed a call to her.  Leslie said that she was OK and her horses and Leslie Chadwell was a well respected member of the horse community in Stockbridge and placed a call to her.  Leslie said that she was OK and her horses and Leslie Chadwell was a well respected member of the horse community in Stockbridge and placed a call to her.  Leslie said that she was OK and her horses and 

property were fine because she wproperty were fine because she wproperty were fine because she wproperty were fine because she was on a hill but she could not reach others in the lower areas.as on a hill but she could not reach others in the lower areas.as on a hill but she could not reach others in the lower areas.as on a hill but she could not reach others in the lower areas.    

Leslie was concerned for the horse owners in her area and I asked if she could coordinate their needs.  Leslie took on this task and immediately began Leslie was concerned for the horse owners in her area and I asked if she could coordinate their needs.  Leslie took on this task and immediately began Leslie was concerned for the horse owners in her area and I asked if she could coordinate their needs.  Leslie took on this task and immediately began Leslie was concerned for the horse owners in her area and I asked if she could coordinate their needs.  Leslie took on this task and immediately began 

providing the us information on the horseproviding the us information on the horseproviding the us information on the horseproviding the us information on the horse owners and farmers in the area that were addressed by VHC and the department of  owners and farmers in the area that were addressed by VHC and the department of  owners and farmers in the area that were addressed by VHC and the department of  owners and farmers in the area that were addressed by VHC and the department of AgAgAgAg.  The town had an .  The town had an .  The town had an .  The town had an 

emergency meeting each morning so she would be able to get information from those who attended.emergency meeting each morning so she would be able to get information from those who attended.emergency meeting each morning so she would be able to get information from those who attended.emergency meeting each morning so she would be able to get information from those who attended.    

Leslie spent the next months taking care of her own horsesLeslie spent the next months taking care of her own horsesLeslie spent the next months taking care of her own horsesLeslie spent the next months taking care of her own horses along with two elderly horses with special needs that lost their home in the floods.  She worked  along with two elderly horses with special needs that lost their home in the floods.  She worked  along with two elderly horses with special needs that lost their home in the floods.  She worked  along with two elderly horses with special needs that lost their home in the floods.  She worked 

tirelessly at the food shelf and in the community.  She coordinated the needs of the horse owners when I knew all she wanted was sleep.  Hay, shavings, grant tirelessly at the food shelf and in the community.  She coordinated the needs of the horse owners when I knew all she wanted was sleep.  Hay, shavings, grant tirelessly at the food shelf and in the community.  She coordinated the needs of the horse owners when I knew all she wanted was sleep.  Hay, shavings, grant tirelessly at the food shelf and in the community.  She coordinated the needs of the horse owners when I knew all she wanted was sleep.  Hay, shavings, grant 

checks she received and distributed it all.checks she received and distributed it all.checks she received and distributed it all.checks she received and distributed it all.    

The last road into Stockbridge reopened a few weeks ago, some are rebuilding and some never will.  Leslie still has the two senior horses; they hope to be The last road into Stockbridge reopened a few weeks ago, some are rebuilding and some never will.  Leslie still has the two senior horses; they hope to be The last road into Stockbridge reopened a few weeks ago, some are rebuilding and some never will.  Leslie still has the two senior horses; they hope to be The last road into Stockbridge reopened a few weeks ago, some are rebuilding and some never will.  Leslie still has the two senior horses; they hope to be 

moving home in May.  Her business Sable View Natural Horsmoving home in May.  Her business Sable View Natural Horsmoving home in May.  Her business Sable View Natural Horsmoving home in May.  Her business Sable View Natural Horsemanship has reopened and she has many clinics scheduled for this year but the floods of 2010 emanship has reopened and she has many clinics scheduled for this year but the floods of 2010 emanship has reopened and she has many clinics scheduled for this year but the floods of 2010 emanship has reopened and she has many clinics scheduled for this year but the floods of 2010 

will never be forgotten by Leslie, and Leslie will always be fondly remembered by all those she helped.will never be forgotten by Leslie, and Leslie will always be fondly remembered by all those she helped.will never be forgotten by Leslie, and Leslie will always be fondly remembered by all those she helped.will never be forgotten by Leslie, and Leslie will always be fondly remembered by all those she helped.    

That is why I believe Leslie Chadwell should be the VermonThat is why I believe Leslie Chadwell should be the VermonThat is why I believe Leslie Chadwell should be the VermonThat is why I believe Leslie Chadwell should be the Vermont Horse Council, Horseperson of the Year.t Horse Council, Horseperson of the Year.t Horse Council, Horseperson of the Year.t Horse Council, Horseperson of the Year.    

    

Respectfully Submitted,Respectfully Submitted,Respectfully Submitted,Respectfully Submitted,    

    

Cindy CrossCindy CrossCindy CrossCindy Cross----GreeniaGreeniaGreeniaGreenia    

 

 
 
 
GREEN MOUNTAIN NATIONAL FOREST - Submitted by Ilene Douglas 
 
 Interest in the Green Mountain National Forest (GMNF) horseback riding trails has been 
expressed in recent months by members of the Vermont Horse Council. Information regarding 
trails is hard to find on line with only minimal trails in the north half and none for the south 
half.  A letter from Colleen Pelles Madrid, the forest supervisor, included decisions regarding 
multiple use trails, snowmobiles and horses, in both the north and south area.  A pass is needed 
in many areas so call the district offices for that information.  
 
 North Half - Middlebury/Rochester Ranger District - 802-388-4362 
 
 South Half - Manchester Ranger District - 802-362-1257 
 
 Trails are open to horses June 1 and close November 2, but extreme weather or adverse 
resource conditions can close trails.  “Saddle, pack and draft animals shall be allowed only on 



National Forest System trails that are designated for that use.” (Manchester Rd. Equestrian 
Trail Designation Project, Page 3.) The preceding quote also applies to the Middlebury District. 
 
 The best way to get information on trails open to horses is to order maps that are offered 
on GMNF web site.  Copies of those maps will be available to examine at the next VHC 
meeting.  Also calling district offices can be helpful in providing trail information 
 
 According to the information sent by Ms. Madrid there are approximately 27 miles of 
horse trails in the Manchester District, and approximately 8 miles in the Middlebury District.  
However, her information “seemed to suggest” that those trails have been designated for horses 
in the last three to four years.  Calls to the GMNF district in which you are interested can give 
you information on the area where you would like to ride.  The maps sent by Mrs. Madrid 
appeared to show only new trails and can be seen on the internet.  
 
 Carol Burd, working out of the supervisor’s office of GMNF (802-6749) can also provide 
helpful information and/or direct you to the appropriate place to get your questions answered. 
 

 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
Edge of Time Stables 
    Doug and Melissa Abbott 
    421 Beach Drive 
   North Concord VT 05858 
  
Edge of Time Stables offers Full and Pasture board, colt starting and training, beginner riding lessons, trail 
rides, and conditioning of horses for trail year round. Our main focus is trail riding, but we also do some 
western showing and reining. We also breed and sell reining bred Quarter Horses and Arabians. In the summer, 
Melissa runs a horse camp located in Irasburg, VT at River Of Life Camp, and has been a 4-H leader for 12 
years. Her club is called Horse Whisperers, and any child age 8 to 18 is welcome to join. Our 4-H club has 
made it all the way to Eastern States with our horse projects. The focus of our club is trail riding and games on 
horseback, and we attend many camps and clinics as well. Please stop by to meet us and our horses!  
 
 

HAY FOR SALE 
 

FIRST CUT $3.25 BALE; SECOND CUT $4.75 BALE 
 

LOCAL DELIVERY AVAILABLE 
LARGE ORDER DISCOUNTS 

 
LASELL FARM, MORRIS LASELL, 802-433-1344 

 
 
 
 
 
VHC Newsletter Editor Volunteer Needed -  
 
Volunteer needed to be Newsletter Editor for Vermont Horse Council.  The Newsletter Editor would 
gather information from various officers, directors and committees, etc for the newsletter.  Work with 
Membership Committee Chairperson to keep updated email and address labels up to date for 
membership mailings.  Remind members of newsletter deadlines, etc.  Knowledge of Microsoft Word and 
Excel, setting up group emails and/or any knowledge of Microsoft Publishers would be a plus.   
Please contact Ken Hoeppner, President of VHC at 644-5771 or at kenandsue@hoeppner.com. 
 
 
 

 
 
 



 
 



Please help pass the word and see if you could get this printed in your town’s newsletters or 

news papers and/or if you have some place to notified people by free radio, TV spots or the 

schools drivers Ed classes.  
 

Horses and Riders on the Road 

 

You are seeing more and more horses being ridden or driven on the roadside these 

days.  And it’s a big concern that some vehicle drivers don’t realize that horses 

have the right-of-way on all roads.  IT’S THE LAW. 

 

Horse owners and riders are asking that you slow down. Just lift off the gas and 

proceed with caution.  

 

There are so many things that frighten a horse--the sounds of different road 

conditions--   water puddles if it’s raining--or maybe you hit a big pot hole. Even 

the sounds of the stones on a dirt road--there are times that some of the stones 

can also fly out from vehicle tires.   Maybe you are pulling a trailer and the items in 

it are making loud noises. 

Things like these can cause even the best-trained horse to become afraid, and 

make unexpected movements, sometimes jumping into the roadway. 

 

If a vehicle slows down and gives the horse some extra room, it can feel safer, and 

it will be less apt to do something dangerous. 

 

It’s equally important for all horse riders to also respect the vehicles and take 

responsibility for their own safety by staying on the right edge of the road so a 

vehicle can safely pass. 

 

We share the same roads.  So please pass the word on.  Slow down and give a 

horse and rider some extra room for safety. 

THANK YOU 

From local horse groups and the Vermont Horse Council 

VERMONT STATE STATUTES 

Title 23: Motor Vehicles 

Chapter 13: Operation of Vehicles 

Persons Riding Animals 

1127. Control in presence of horses and cattle  
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VERMONT HORSE COUNCIL                                                                                           

BY-LAWS 

FEBRUARY 11, 2002 

PROPOSED REVISION April 2012 

 

ARTICLE I        Red = additions Blue = deletions 

Name 

 

The name of this organization shall be the Vermont Horse Council, VHC 

 

ARTICLE II 

Objectives 

 

The purpose of this organization shall be to educate and inform horse enthusiasts 

(owners, riders, drivers and other interested persons) on equine activities in Vermont. 

 



To provide information on the use of horses in Vermont, laws and regulations affecting 

equines, and on other related subjects. 

 

To serve as a means of communication between all horse enthusiasts and to provide 

education to the general public on equine issues. 

 

To map, mark, and develop interconnecting trails throughout the state of Vermont. 

 

To encourage riders and drivers to respect public and private property rights. 

 

To take such action as the general membership directs. 

 

ARTICLE III 

Limitations of the Council 

 

No part of the activities of the Council shall be for the carrying on of propaganda or 

otherwise attempting to influence Legislation except as permitted to non-profit 

organizations approved for 501 (c) (3) status under the Internal Revenue Code.   
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The Council shall have all the powers and authority pertinent to non-profit corporations 

set forth in the Vermont State Statutes, annotated as amended from time to time, except 

that it shall not have the power or authority in time of war to make donations in aid of war 

activities. 

 

No part of the net profits or the assets of the Corporation/Council shall inure to the benefit 

of any member in the event of dissolution and/or liquidation. The net assets shall be 

distributed in accordance with a vote of the membership, providing however that such 

distribution shall be made on a non-profit basis to a charitable agency or non-profit 

agency located within the State of Vermont. 

 

.Article IV 

Membership 

 

Section I Member Eligibility 

 

 Any person interested in horses and in horse related activities in Vermont and 

interested in the purpose of the Council as described in Article II is eligible to become a 

member. (Horses are defined as any equine.) 

 

 A member of the council shall be admitted, retained, or expelled in accordance with 

the by-laws, and as the general membership shall direct. 

 

Section II – Types of Membership 



 

 Senior – Individuals age eighteen and older. Senior members shall have one vote. 

 Junior – Individuals under age eighteen. Junior members may participate in a 

general meeting but shall have no vote. 

 

 Family – Adults age eighteen and over living under the same roof and their 

dependent children (under age eighteen or who are full time students no older than age 

21). The maximum votes per household are two (2). 
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 Club – Organizations whose memberships have voted in a general meeting of their 

club to apply for club membership in the Vermont Horse Council and whose standing as 

an organization has been recognized by the Council’s Membership Committee. Each club 

shall have one representative who may vote at each meeting. The membership Committee 

shall maintain a list of approved clubs and the names of their voting representatives. 

 

 Business / Corporate /– Any business that wishes to be associated with the Vermont 

Horse Council as a voting member (1 vote per corporate member). Corporate member 

being an officer or owner of the company. 

 

Section III – Membership Dues 

 Dues for Senior, Junior, Family,  Business /Corporate/ and Club memberships shall 

be determined by the general membership annually. 

 

 Dues shall be paid by March 31st, or the membership shall be suspended. 

 

 

ARTICLE V 

Officers & Directors 

 

Section I-Board of Directors 

 

 The Council shall be governed by a board of five (5)   Directors,  all of whom are 

members of the Council. Directors are composed of the past year’s president and those 

elected by the membership.  The composition of the Board should represent a broad set of 

expertise and experience e.g. Finance, Legal, Business etc. to assure adequate governance.  

 

In addition, up to 14 regional or County representatives can be selected by the President 

and approved by the Board of Directors  

 

 Junior Director – A Junior Director (at least 13 years old, but no older than 17) may  

be appointed /nominated/ each year by/ to/ the Board of Directors and will be 



responsible for providing guidance to the Council on the equine-related needs and 

interests of youth. 
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Section II Terms of Office 

  A regular term of office for a director shall be for a period of 5 years and staggered with 

the exception of the past year’s President whose term shall be one year. The election of 

Directors shall be performed at the annual meeting.  

 Any vacancy on the Board shall be filled by vote of the majority of the Directors then 

holding office. Directors so appointed shall hold office only until the next annual meeting, 

at which meeting any unexpired terms shall be filled by vote of the members, and until the 

qualification of their successor. 

 

Section III – Officers 

 

 The Officers of the Council shall be a president, a vice president, a secretary and a 

treasurer, all of whom shall be elected annually by the membership and from their 

number. 

 

 To ensure broad representation, no two officers shall be from the same immediate 

household.. 

 

 

 

Section IV- Duration of Office 

 

 Officers shall hold office for a term of one year and until the election and 

qualification of their respective successors, provided, however, that any person elected to 

fill a vacancy caused by the death, resignation, or removal of an officer shall be appointed 

by the Board to serve for the unexpired term of such officer and until a successor is duly 

elected and qualified. The president shall not hold office for more than two consecutive 

terms. The President will serve as a director /in the year/ following the end of their term. 

 

Section V- President Duties 

 

 The president shall preside at meetings of the members /and at meetings of the 

Board./ The president shall perform such duties as customarily appertain to the office of 

president or as the president may be directed to perform by the Board of Directors, other 

than duties which are inconsistent with the provisions of the law or these by-laws. 
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Section VI-Vice President Duties 

 

 The vice president shall exercise the duties of the president during the president’s 

absence or inability to act. 

 

Article VI 

Responsibilities of Directors, Officers, County Representatives  and Standing 

Committee Members 

 

To provide guidance to the VHC on the needs of horse enthusiasts of the county or area 

that they represent. 

 

To educate residents of the area(s) they represent about the VHC through attendance at 

local equine events, by distributing informational materials, by serving as a guest speaker 

at local horse clubs or other organizations, by appearing in media broadcasts, and the like. 

 

To enlist new members. 

 

To serve as county representatives /coordinator/ for VHC activities. 

 

To support lobbying activities through coordination of a telephone chain (each individual 

is asked to contact the appropriate legislator and to contact one friend with a request to 

also contact the legislator) in compliance with Article III limitations. 

 

To serve as a representative of VHC at Legislature if testimony is needed on equine-

related matters. 

 

Attendance at Meetings 

 

 Officers and Directors are requested to attend regularly scheduled meetings and to 

attend emergency meetings if called. The time and place can be arranged for the 

convenience of the majority. If more than three meetings are missed, the individual may 

be asked to resign his or her officer or directorship. Meetings called for times other than 

those previously stated, including the annual meeting of the general membership, should 

be attended, but attendance is not required. 

     5 

Standing Committee members are requested to meet at least the same number of times as 

the number of regularly scheduled Directors meetings, with allowance for an emergency 

meeting. The times at which these Committees meet may coincide with Directors’ 

meetings, or may be scheduled at a time convenient for Committee members. If more than 

three meetings are missed, the individual may be asked to resign from the committee. 

 



 

Article VII 

Standing Committees 

 

Standing Committees shall include but not limited to: 

 Legislative Membership Finance Programs 

 Safety Trails Publicity Nominating 

Chairpersons of these Committees shall be appointed by the President with the advice and 

consent of the Directors. 

 

Article VIII 

Meetings 

 

Section I - General Membership 

 The general membership shall meet for the annual meeting during the month of March.  

The Council’s fiscal year shall begin January  1. 

 

Notice of the Annual meeting shall be sent twenty days prior to the meeting. 

 

Notice of Special meetings must be sent fifteen days prior to such meetings. 

 

Before the By-Laws can be changed, the membership must be notified twenty (20) days prior to 

the meeting, and provided with a written copy of the proposed changes. 

If approved by the /executive committee and/ board of directors, a special meeting may be 

called and warned 30 days in advance. 

 

Those members present at a properly warned meeting of the general membership constitute a 

quorum for purposes of conducting business. 

 

A vote shall be binding if approved by a majority of members present at a properly warned 

meeting. 
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Section II – Directors and Officers /Committees/ 

 

 In addition to the annual meeting, regular meetings of the Directors’ and officers shall be 

held in each quarter of the calendar year at a date, time and place selected by the majority of 

Directors. The President or, in the absence of the president, the vice president may call a special 

meeting of the Directors at any time, and shall do so upon written request of any three 

Directors. /An alternate representative chosen by the Officer or Director is to attend these 

meetings if the Officer or Director is unable to attend./ 



 

Meetings called at times other than those stated may be attended at the Director’s option, 

although attendance is desirable. 

 

All VHC business /meetings/ shall be conducted under Robert’s Rules of Order. 

 

Committees must maintain minutes of each Committee meeting. 

 

 A written report of Committee activities must be presented to the VHC secretary at each 

meeting. 

/or a Committee member must be present at each Director’s meeting to report./ 
 


