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Happy Spring!

Although the weather hasn't completely embraced the idea, the volume of hair being

shed by my horses indicates that longer days are coming!

That means more time to clean tack, pick up manure, do some ground work and get ready

to ride! Dig out your tack, do a complete safety check; check the floor and tires of your trailer;

get out the wish list of new rides to explore, and start putting some miles on you and your

horse!

Spring is also a time when new things are changing and growing - - Vermont Horse Council

is in spring mode too - with some changes in the organization’s by-laws and leadership; some new

twists at the Extreme Trail Challenge, and some opportunities for new programs and services. I

have some big shoes to fill as your newly elected president. But I feel fortunate that Patricia,

Meg, Terry, Carmel, Phyllis, Doug and Morris have stayed on board to help guide me, joined by

new members, Suzanne Martin, Belinda Brown and Karen Rosemark.

A very sincere Vermont Horse Council THANK YOU to Roger Morin and Martha and

Michael Benoit for their years of service to the Vermont Horse Council - their dedication and

commitment is appreciated by all. Roger as a past President and for his help with Everything

Equine, by-laws, Tunbridge Ride and nominating committee; Michael for his efforts as President

and with by-laws and NEKET; Martha for her efforts as Treasurer and with NEKET. VHC has

benefitted from the years these folks have volunteered to our organization - THANK YOU!

We are looking at updating our website, working on projects at Groton State Park the

NEKET Trails and the Lamoille Valley Rail Trail. Please contact any of the Board members if you

have a project, concern or idea you'd like to share. 

We hope to see you at our next meeting - until then, please enjoy your horses and be

safe!

Heidi Krantz,

President VHC

There will be a meeting in June
date and time to be determined

REVISED BY-LAWS

A copy of the newly amended
By-laws can be read or

downloaded at our website
after April 15.
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WE NEED VOLUNTEERS

Everything Equine & Canine is April 25th and
26th.  Hours are 8:30 to 5 both days.

I'll be asking for help covering the membership
booth both days. I'll order tickets for everyone as well.
Please plan to cover for about 2 hours. Carmel Stone has
offered to help set up the booth and help take it down. 

We'll need volunteers for that as well. Set up is
on the 24th and take down is Sunday at 4:30. 

Terry Rose mrstrosevhc@yahoo.com 802-728-6303

THANKS FROM 
LAMOILLE RIDING & DRIVING CLUB

from Sandy Bender

To follow up on our earlier Thank You letter to
VHC, The LRDC wants to let you know how
appreciated the funds from VHC have been; so far we
have:

1. Made two snowmobile bridges “horse worthy”
by adding heavy (VERY heavy!) planking on the top of
the existing structure. You should have seen us hauling
that back into the woods with two ATV’s and wobbly
wagons!

2. Donated $200 to the Sterling Valley
Association for maintenance assistance of the Upper
Gorge Loop, over in the Sterling Valley.

3. Donated $200 to the Johnson chapter of
VAST for bridge repairs, scheduled to begin this
summer.

If Spring ever really comes, and things gear up,
we also plan on donating to the local parts of the
Lamoille Valley Rail Trail for equestrian specific
signage to enhance trailheads and educate the horse
people and non-horse people regarding use of the trail,
“Trail Etiquette”, I guess you could say!

There are also some Trail Days coming up: 
Sterling Valley Association is having one on National
Trails Day in June, and the Johnson VAST group will be
having one to take down the temporary decking over the
Lamoille River to prepare for the permanent bridge. I
will keep you posted as to when those will be!

MEMBERSHIP UPDATE
from Doug Stone

There are now 16 Life members as well as 61 
renewals or new members for 2015.

Remember to renew now for 2015, if you
haven’t already.  (Form in this issue) And if you ARE a
life member, remember to fill out and sign a
membership form each year, so your current release is
on file.  Just mark it to reflect that you are a life
member.

FOR SALE
Oldenburg gelding, about 17 years old.  He was trail
ridden in 2014 and received ground training with his
owner, who has experience in natural horsemanship
training. He is for sale for $2,000, which will cover the
training time that he received last year. He is a very
personable horse. If interested contact Bev McMullin,
802-496-9281, mac@gmavt.net.

April 2015 – Safety Committee Update
Submitted by Carmel Stone, Safety Committee

Nancy Andrus, VT Dept. of Driver’s Education
Coordinator, will be proposing that the language be
updated in the Driver Education manuals. This would
include the Vermont Statute (Horses/Animals on the
Road Law) and the possible fines that can be issued. 
Nancy also will be taking the VHC safety information to
the Regional Driver’s Education Conference in May.
This will be the second conference to which Nancy has
taken VHC’s information.  The Drivers Education Dept.
has been very receptive to sharing the PSA, VHC Safety
Brochure, and posters throughout the state to Driver
Education teachers.

Also the Vermont Sheriff’s Association was contacted
about distributing all the Horses on the Road
information along with the PSA presented to training
classes.  The Lamoille Valley training officer, Ed Miller,
contacted Carmel Stone and is very willing to help
coordinate getting information out to trainees
concerning horse on the road and the Vermont law
statute. Classes start in February, and it is with great
hope that we will be able to have information distributed
to other law enforcement organizations with the help of
Ed Miller.

The Safety Committee and Board of Directors are also
working on a radio PSA.  We hope to finalize the details
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and have the information sent out to local radio stations
in April.  

The new  updated Horses on the Road posters are
printed and will be available at VHC’s booth during
Everything Equine, April 25  and 26 .  Safety vests willth th

be on sale for $35. We now have sizes Small, Medium,
Large and X-Large. Also at the booth, we will have
Safety Bells that can be attached to your saddle while
trail riding. Stop by the booth while supplies last and
purchase a bell for $1.00.

GROTON TRAILS COMMITTEE
Submitted by Phyllis Civitello

We have a horse camp on-site evaluation on May 28th
at 10 am. with Susan Bulmer. (earliest date she could
do). We are Looking at pen sizes and possible fencing,
so campers can just pull in. (Thinking of heavy gauge
metal wire.) She is also asking for volunteers to work
with maintenance crew so we’ll set up a work day and
ask members to help. 

Jack Brooks has ordered fiberglass sign posts and signs
to mark the trails; they will match the new map so riders
will know where they are.

No word yet on the trail crossing we want repaired. 
Susan stated that she always had thoughts of another
location for the horse camp and has a site in mind. We’ll
ask her to show us the site in May. 

Of course she mentioned money to do it and wanted to
know if the Council might help. I’m thinking maybe
grant money could be applied for. Anyway, this is
something we will work towards, and it will take
planning. She said the state would require some
amenities. 

Vermont Horse Council
Annual Meeting of General Membership

March 22, 2015

With 39 people attending (including 7 non
members), the meeting was called to order by President
Patricia Branon at 10:20 am. Patricia welcomed the
Lamoille Valley Riding & Driving club who chose to
attend a VHC meeting instead of attending their own.

Secretary minutes approved as written in the
newsletter, motion made by Martha Benoit, seconded by
Sally Gayner-Knecht. So moved.

Treasurer’s Report was presented by Martha
Benoit. (see attached). Motion made to approve
treasurer's report made by Ilene Douglas, seconded by
Heidi Krantz. So moved.

Patricia presented Horse Person of the Year
plaque to Doug Smith for all his hard work on the
Extreme Trail Challenge and the membership 
 committee. Karen Blow took pictures of Patricia and
Doug shaking hands and holding the plaque.

Membership report: Doug Smith spoke.  We currently
have 58 members who have renewed. There are 16
lifetime members.  About 100 members have not
renewed yet. Interesting note, of the 47 members he had
info on, the average member owns 2.7 horses. And there
are 149 horses owned by those 47 members.

VT Fish & Wildlife: Patricia Branon spoke.  There
will be a meeting with Doug Morin, Mike Benoit and
Patricia on April 9th from 6-8 pm. If anyone else is
interested in attending, contact Patricia.

Public Service Announcement: Meg Costello spoke. 
Meg is still getting quotes to build the PSA for multi-use
trail. Green Mountain Radio Technical Program was
suggested to help get the current PSA radio ready.

Lamoille Valley Rail Trail: Heidi Krantz spoke. 
Lamoille Valley Rail Trail is making progress.  They are
opening sections of it right now. They need equestrians
to talk about parking, hitching posts, and manure
management. There will be a 93 mile long trail. Heidi
has memberships to Friends of Lamoille Valley Rail
Trail if anyone is interested.

Groton: Phyllis spoke.  The Peacham Bog trail was
approved. There will be a meeting on the 28th and there
will be some work days scheduled this year.

 Everything Equine & Canine Extreme Trail
Challenge: Doug Smith spoke.  All volunteers for this
event will get tickets to get in on Sunday. Let Terry
Rose know you need them and they can be ordered.
Volunteers are needed to run the timer, assemble the
gifts and prizes, and we need more members to get more
gifts and prizes. This can be anything. It doesn't even
need to be horse related. Give the items to the gift
assembly volunteer the day of the event. If you have
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anything, send an email to Heidi Krantz and Doug
Smith saying what you have.  There is room for 2 more
sponsors. Nine of been sold, 2 are spoken for. Laura
Hamilton spoke up and spoke for one of the slots.
Martha Benoit asked if VHC could use the Jane
Thompson money to buy a sponsorship this year as we
had done that last year. It was decided if we needed it,
we could use that fund for an obstacle challenge.

Nominating Committee: Terry Rose spoke.  This
year's nominating committee consisted of Roger Morin,
Morris Lasell and Terry Rose. They presented the
following as officers and directors, the new executive
board:  Heidi Krantz for President, Meg Costello as
Vice President, Suzanne Martin as Treasurer, and Terry
Rose as Secretary. Board members include Patricia
Branon (until 2018), Phyllis Civitello (until 2018)
Douglas Smith (until 2018), Belinda Brown (until
2016), Carmel Stone (until 2016), Morris Lasell (until
2016) and Karen Rosemark (until 2017).  No
nominations were made from the floor.  

Betsy Greene made the motion to close
nominations, seconded by Sally Gayner-Knecht.
Secretary cast one ballot for the above executive board.

 Patricia Branon thanked everyone for all the
help she received over the last two years. A standing
ovation followed.

By-Laws committee: Lynn Knight spoke.  By-Laws
committee was Lynn Knight, Charlotte Mills, Morris
Lasell and Vickie Smith. Lynn presented changes to the
current by-laws with their thought process noting
changes and the sections that moved within the by-laws.
All of those changes were sent out in the newsletter.
Ken Hoeppner asked who would be doing the audit at
the exchange of officers. It was noted that the Board
would appoint someone. Mike Benoit made the motion
we vote the new by-laws in as is and keep a by-laws
committee active year over year. The by-laws will be
renewed every year but may not be changed every year.
After pointing out the specific responsibilities of the
secretary and treasurer that were added to the new by-
laws, Betsy Greene moved that we accept the by-laws
and Ken Hoeppner seconded it. All approved. So
moved. 

There were a few minutes left on the schedule
before our speaker arrived so a few side notes were
mentioned:

Heidi's email address for meeting location
ideas: hkrantz57@gmail.com

Laura Hamilton spoke about Norwich
University's Cavalry team and their vaulting
performances.  Norwich is using a specially trained
horse to help them learn. If the team can get $500 they
would be able to bring the horse up to Essex and do a
demo for Everything Equine & Canine. Betsy thought
there would be a slot open right after the Extreme Trail
challenge on Sunday. Heidi Krantz made the motion
VHC would donate $100 towards the cause. Lynn
Knight seconded it. So moved.

Karen Blow spoke for Dog River Horse Club.
They are having a tack sale and she handed out flyers.
The sale is April 18th at Jet Service Envelope in Barre.

Cindy Lyons spoke for the Lamoille County
Riding & Driving Club: They are working with their
local VAST group to preserve trails in their area. Some
bridges need to be rebuilt and VAST is going to help
with that. Sterling Mountain is a great place to ride. 

Mary Gilman spoke about Large Animal
Technical Rescue. Franklin/Lamoille County is having
a training on the September 26th weekend.

= = =
At 12:00 our speaker, Corey Brink from Natural

Resources Conservation Service (NRCS), which is part
of the United States Department of Agriculture (USDA),
arrived.  Links to USDA: http://www.usda.gov; Link to
NRCS: http://www.vt.nrcs.usda.gov

Corey works for the USDA-NRCS who work
with private land owners to write conservation plans on
their land. There are several program areas which offer
financial assistance for private landowners to install
conservation practices on their farm or forest. NRCS has
a presence in every state in the nation and some out of
each county as well. NRCS offers free technical
assistance to come to your farm to look at your areas of
potential conservation improvement. This service is
free.

Some conservation practices they offer include:
Pasture and Hayland Planting, Heavy Use areas, Water
Troughs, Fencing, Forest Management plans, animal
trails, stream crossings, to name a few. In short, try to
keep the dirty water dirty, the clean water clean and
keeping the dirty water from getting the clean water
dirty.

Some State AAPs (Accepted Agricultural
Practices) include excluding animals from streams.
NCRS can potentially help you pay for all or some of
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these (already required) improvements. The government
is helping to pay for these potential improvements since
clean water helps everyone. NRCS programs are
available for everyone regardless of size of your
operation or any other type of factor.

NCRS will help you identify an invasive species,
help with forest management plans and help you
complete an application for program assistance.

There are conservation innovation grants
available for folks with innovative ideas and the
application can be found online or by calling our office.

Your first step to taking advantage of NRCS
services is to:

1. Become a USDA participant by contacting your
local Farm Service Agency (FSA) office (usually
co-located with the NRCS office)

2. After you become a USDA participant, contact
the NRCS (usually next-door) and fill out an
application (usually for EQIP)

3. You'll fill out a 4 page form
4. Have patience as the process does take time 

Corey stated that while there are no guarantees,
and you must rank against similar applications, there is a
fair chance horse applications could be approved.

Ilene Douglas asked how much land is needed to
qualify. Corey said there is no minimal land needed to
fill out an application so long as you become a USDA
participant. UVM Extension Pasture Plans offer work
shops as well as the Center for Sustainable Ag pasture.

Corey suggests rotational grazing, and overland
diversions to keep sacrifice areas dry. Landscape fabric
can be used for sacrifice areas and drive ways. 

Betsy noted that H35 passed unanimously
(accepted ag practices which we do fall under) and 
Cleaning Lake Champlain has everybody looking at
conservation and water quality.

The application/acceptance process for these
programs can take anywhere from 2 months to a year
based on the timing of your application, availability of
funds and motivation level of the applicant.

Cory stated that most horse applications are
approved.

Ilene Douglas asked how much land is needed to
qualify. Cory said there is no minimal land needed.
UVM Extension Pasture Plans offer work shops as well
as the Center for Sustainable Ag pasture.

Cory suggests rotational grazing, and drainage
for sacrifice areas. Landscape fabric can be used for
sacrifice areas and drive ways. 

Betsy noted that H35 passed unanimously
(accepted ag practices which we do fall under) and 

Cleaning Lake Champlain has everybody looking at
conservation and water quality.

The application/acceptance process for these
grants can take anywhere from 3 months to a year.
Horse Farm of Distinction: Betsy spoke. 

Ayer Brook Farm was recognized in 2014. The
deadline for applications if July 1, 2015.

Meeting adjourned. Motion made by Heidi Krantz,
seconded by Betsy Greene. All approved. So moved.

Gavel passed from Patricia to Heidi at 1:30 pm

Respectfully submitted,

Terry Rose, Secretary

JUST SAYIN’

Aren’t you sick of everyone’s whining about the
weather?  THIS IS VERMONT!   I have to admit,
though,  I have been as guilty as the next person this
year.  

But yesterday, my faith in Nature was restored.  I
looked outside, thinking how cold it was, and how much
snow there was still left on the ground for this late in
April.  I couldn’t believe my eyes - - there were not one,
but several robins in my driveway.  So I went around
quickly to the front porch to get a better look.  There are
two trees, a crabapple and a Hawthorne, near the porch,
and underneath, even though there’s only a circle of
about 25 feet bare, there were 20 robins.  I couldn’t
count the rest because they were flitting up and down  in
the trees.

Also in the trees were half a dozen red-winged
blackbirds, which to many are a much better omen of
Spring than Robins.

Now, even though my faith has been renewed in
the restorative power of Spring, I’m still taking off for a
couple weeks to a warmer clime, after which, I hope to
get back to some riding weather.  My daughter tells me
we’re crazy to return before June 1.  We may be, but
with luck, I’ll try to bring some of the sun from Virginia
back with me.

The Editor
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Vermont Horse Council 16th Annual Trail Ride Sept. 25-27, 2015 

Join our weekend trail ride through Vermont’s beautiful 
Mountains at the Tunbridge Fair Grounds.

The weekend includes 2 day trail ride with an approximately 12 to 17 mile loop each day. (A shortcut route will be
available after we reach the lunch spot).  Dogs are welcome but must be leashed at all times, and they can’t go out on
the trails with you. Please clean up after them. The trails are dirt roads, up and down hillsides, so get ready for a
wonderful weekend of trail riding.

FRIDAY, September 25 Arrival starting at 1:00
Arrival and check-in 1:00 p.m. to 9:00 p.m. Check in at the North end of the fairgrounds only. Across from the village
store between two large brick buildings. No early arrivals; the fair grounds needs this time to clean up.  If you do they will
charge you $25.00 extra.  Bring a small heater, garden hose and extension cord for the electricity in case you do not park
next to the electric pole.

SATURDAY, September 26
7:30-8:30 am Scrambled eggs, Bacon, Home Fries, Toast, Bagels, English muffins, Fresh Fruit, Coffee, Juice
8:15 am Required Rider’s meeting at Dodge Gilman building, for all the info about trails.
10:00 am NO SOONER!   Riders begin staggering out. Trail keepers are leaving at 9:00 to double check markers. 

Bagged lunch & Drinks will be provided about half way on the trail - - 11:30 to 1:30 only.
5:30 pm Thanksgiving Chicken w/stuffing & cheese gravy topped; Creamy Mac & Cheese made w/VT Cabot Sharp

Cheese, Green Bean & French’s Onion Casserole, Redskin Mashed Potato, Tossed salad, Rolls, Hot and
Cold drinks, Hot Apple Crisp & Ice Cream or mix desserts.

7:00 pm Jamming w/Patrick Jones Sr. around one large Campfire near center ring. Bring your Instruments & chair.

SUNDAY, September 27
7:30-8:30 am Pancakes w/Local Vermont Maple Syrup, Sausage, Home Fries, Bagels, Fresh fruit, Coffee, Juice
8:15 am Riders’ meeting at Dodge Gilman building for all the info about the trails.
10:00 am Riders begin staggered rides. Lunch when you return from trail ride at Dodge Gilman Building 

Lunch will be in the refrigerators, only take one item each. including the cookies.
 3:00 pm Everyone needs to be All packed up and leaving fair grounds so the committee can complete a walk thru.

Stalls are available.  If you use a stall, you are responsible for cleaning it.  Please don’t save a stall and not use it. Owner
must provide feed and bedding and portable fencing if you want to keep your horse outside next to your trailer.

**Every Rider is responsible for cleaning up after themselves and their horse(s).**  This
includes around your campsite and on the fair grounds & track.  Stall must be stripped
clean. Thanks for your help!

All horses must wear a halter or bridle at all times.  Portable fencing should be about 20' x 20' in size.
All grounds must be free of manure by the end of the weekend.  Your help is greatly appreciated.

SHOWERS.  There are 2 showers available for everyone to share, at the top of the hill above the Dodge Gilman
building on the left.  Several restrooms are available throughout the fair grounds.  Any questions, please call Karen
Blow at 802-839-0147;  or go to VHC web site.  www.vthorsecouncil.org

If you take anything out on the trail with you be sure you bring it back,
DO NOT leave it on any landowner’s property.

Bring a sample of your hay.
Allison Wilshire - a Nutrena
feed rep will test your hay for
its nutrients - Free

USED TACK SALE
Bring your items;
Sell them right at

your trailer.

Bring your
Instrument to

Jam with 
Patrick Jones Sr.

On the Spot Photo
Will be there
5x7 - $9.25

8x10 - $18.50

VHC - “Creating a Unified Equine Voice” page 6 of 14 Mar/Apr 2015

http://www.vthorsecouncil.org


VHC 16  Annual Tunbridge Entry Form Sept. 25-27, 2015th

VHC Liability Release and Acknowledgment of Risk of Riders. Please print clearly 
I have to be able to read them for next year’s address labels.

Rider Name 

Address 

City/Town  

State    Zip   Tel: 

Horse’s Name  

E-mail address  

======================

Rider Name 

Address 

City/Town  

State    Zip   Tel: 

Horse’s Name  

E-mail address  

VHC Requires a Negative Coggins along with the Rabies Vaccination,  dated within 12 months of this
event, for each participating horse.  Please have them available and ready for viewing at check-in.  

The fairground management has asked that you do not enter until 1:00 p.m. Friday.  If you do, they will charge $25.00 extra. 
Weekend camping fee is $17.00 per unit per night & is non-refundable.  This unit fee is for any sleeping accommodations, tents,
campers, horse trailers, & truck; In short, any shelter used for sleeping.  Fee includes: (2) showers, lights for night time security,
restrooms, rubbish removal, tables and chairs, Dodge Gilman Building, water, electricity, and barn stalls.  

NO campfires at your campsite.  And NO racing around the tracks with your horses!...Fairgrounds request.

If you are sharing camping with someone please list their name(s): 

Camping cost is $17.00 per night camping; Times one or two nights. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $

$90.00 for each Non-Member of VHC (per person) Friday to Sunday. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $ 

$70.00 for each Member of VHC (per person) Friday to Sunday . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $ 

$15.00 for day riders only, lunch provided for $8.00 extra; . . . Circle Saturday and/or Sunday. . . . . $

Day riders must attend the riders’ meeting at 8:15 a.m. each day for all trail info.

$20.00 Extra meal tickets for Saturday night dinner (per person) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $

$10.00 Discount per family with children under the age 16.. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $ -

Make checks payable to Vermont Horse Council. Can’t do memberships with this form. Total. . . . $ 

 A $45.00 cancellation fee per person, if cancelled after Sept. 9th.  All food is ordered by this date.
Space is limited to 150 horses and riders.  Only 100 stalls -  on a first come basis.

Stalls  - - Save your own stall when you get there. The committee cannot save in advance.
You will be notified if you don’t make the cut off of 150 riders

Entries must be received by September 11th, 2015
Send Entry form to: Karen Blow VHC Memberships to: Doug Smith

26 Highland Crofts Rd. 8263 VT RTE 22A
 Graniteville VT 05654       Vergennes VT 05491

Call @  802-839-0147 call @ 802-759-3372
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PARTICIPANT’S RELEASE AND WAIVER OF LIABILITY, 
ASSUMPTION OF RISK AND INDEMNITY AGREEMENT

BY SIGNING THIS AGREEMENT, YOU ARE GIVING UP CERTAIN LEGAL RIGHTS INCLUDING THE RIGHT TO
RECOVER DAMAGES IN CASE OF INJURY, DEATH OR PROPERTY DAMAGE.  READ THIS AGREEMENT
CAREFULLY BEFORE SIGNING IT.  YOUR SIGNATURE INDICATES YOUR UNDERSTANDING OF AND
AGREEMENT TO ITS TERMS.

I, the Participant, on behalf of myself, my personal representatives, heirs, next-of-kin, spouse and assigns and Custodial
Parent if Participant is a minor HEREBY:  Acknowledge that the handling, use and riding of a horse is a dangerous activity and
involves RISKS that may cause SERIOUS INJURY AND IN SOME CASES, DEATH despite all safety precautions.  No horse is a
completely safe horse because of their unpredictable nature and irrational behavior, and may divert from their training and past
performance and act according to its natural instincts, which may include, but are not limited to, actions such as:  stopping short,
changing direction or speed at will, shifting its weight from side to side, bucking, rearing, biting, kicking, or running from danger. 
These risks exist for any person around a horse, whether mounted or on the ground.

Knowing these facts, I voluntarily engage myself (or my minor child) in riding activities organized or sponsored by the
Vermont Horse Council (VHC) and acknowledge that participation in equine activities organized or sponsored by VHC constitutes a
knowing and voluntary assumption of all risks associated with equine activities, which is a defense under Vermont Law to any claim
for injury or damage and a bar to recovery.

I understand that I must follow the safety rules of VHC when participating in an equine activity organized by VHC and that I
should wear an approved riding helmet and proper footwear.  I acknowledge that wearing a properly fitted and secured riding helmet
when engaged in activities on and near horses may reduce the severity of head injury or prevent death occurring as the result of a fall
or other occurrence.
I assume all helmet-related risks, including, but not limited to, the risk of injury if I don’t wear a riding helmet.  I voluntarily
decline to wear a helmet while participating in this VHC event (Signature required).

Participants under the age of 18 are required to wear a helmet.

I agree to fully and forever release and hold harmless VHC, its members, officers, directors, committees (such as NEKET),
and agents acting on behalf of or for VHC, from any and all liabilities due to injuries, claims, damages, action or losses, which may
arise out of my, my minor child’s, or my guest’s presence at the equine activity sponsored by VHC.  Except in the event of VHC’s
gross negligence or willful misconduct, I shall bring no claims, demands, actions or litigation against VHC, its members, officers,
directors, committees (such as NEKET), and agents acting on my behalf, of or for VHC, for any economic losses, non-economic
losses due to bodily injury, death or property damage, sustained by myself (or my minor child) in relation to the premises and
operations of this organization.  On behalf of myself and my minor children, I hereby also release and forever discharge Vermont
Electric Power Company, Inc. (VELCO) and its owners, officers, agents and employees (the Releases) from and against any and all
claims, suits and damages that they may in the future have, whether known or unknown, resulting from any action, inaction,
representation, failure to warn or any other conduct whatsoever by the Releases or any of them (except for conduct or inaction actually
intended to cause harm) arising from or in connection with the use of the VELCO right-of-way pursuant to a certain license agreement
between VELCO and the Vermont Horse Council.

I agree that this release shall be subject to the laws of the State of Vermont, and any dispute relating to this release shall be
decided by the Courts of the State of Vermont.  I agree and hereby waive, to the extent not prohibited by applicable law, the right to a
trial by jury and hereby agree, instead, to a court trial.  In the event any provision of this release shall be deemed invalid or
unenforceable by any court, such provision shall be deemed severed from this Agreement and replaced by a valid provision which
approximates as closely as possible the intent of the parties.

I acknowledge that this document is a contract and agree that if a lawsuit is filed against the Vermont Horse Council or its
officers, directors, agents, employees or volunteers for any injury or damage in breach of this contract the Undersigned will pay all
attorney’s fees and costs incurred by VHC in defending such action.
WARNING: Under Vermont Law, an equine activity sponsor is not liable for injury to or the death of a participant in equine
activities resulting from the inherent risks of equine activities that are obvious and necessary, pursuant to 12V.S.A 8 §1039

I HAVE READ AND UNDERSTAND THIS ENTIRE LIABILITY RELEASE AND UNDERSTAND THAT IT IS A PROMISE
NOT TO SUE AND TO RELEASE AND INDEMNIFY FOR ALL CLAIMS.

Date 
Signature of Participant

Date 
Signature of Custodial Parent if Participant is a minor
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FARM BUREAU REPORT
by Beverly McMullin

Vermont Farm Bureau is actively following the status of the Water Quality bill (H.35) now being considered by the
Vermont legislature. Farm Bureau has been on the alert to oppose certain provisions of the pending legislation. These
include a full rewrite of existing enforcement regulations, especially those pertaining to the Current Use program, an
added tax on fertilizer, and fines that may be assessed to machinery dealers and auctioneers who do not collect sales
tax. 

Vermont has, for 19 years, had excellent water quality rules in the form of the Accepted Agricultural Practices and
the Best Management Practices to address phosphorous and other potential discharges into waters of the state.  In that
time, no administration has effectively implemented their use on the thousands of small farms in our diverse farm and
food economy.  VFB urges a strategy to address this and to educate all farms in these essential rules to protect
Vermont waters. The proposed changes apply not only to dairy farming but to all Vermont farms large or small,
whether they grow crops or have animals or both.

Please keep informed of the progress of this legislation.  The Vermont Farm Bureau website (www.vtfb.org) contains
additional info and the bill can be accessed and tracked on the state website
(http://legislature.vermont.gov/bill/status/2016/H.35).  The best action you can take is to let your state senators and
representatives know that you support Vermont's working landscape and those who work the land!  Call the Sergeant
at Arms (802-828-2228) and leave a message which will be delivered to your legislators.

At the VHC Annual meeting in March, Patricia Branon, outgoing President,
presented the Horse Person of the Year Award to Doug Smith for his years of 
hard work for the Council, especially on the Extreme Trail Challenge and the
membership committee
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Everything Equine and Canine Extreme Trail Challenge 

Hosted by Vermont Horse Council
(Submitted by Doug Smith - This is the information that will appear in Everything Equine and Canine brochure)

Returning again after last year's successful event is the Extreme Trail Challenge, which takes place in the
Poulin Grain/Guy's Farm and Yard arena at 9:00am on Sunday, April 26.  Top horse & rider teams from New
England will compete for up to $2700 in prize money as well as prizes and gifts.  The teams will show off their
partnership and skill by completing a series of judged and timed obstacles.  For the third year, we welcome the
Vermont Horse Council as the host of this event.  The theme for this year's event will be “Medieval Times meets the
Old West”, where teams navigate a course that includes jousting, sword fighting, rock throwing, log dragging and
riding bareback.  It should be fun and challenging!  See the list of obstacles and activities below.

Don’t miss Princess Amelia Horse heart and her courageous medieval fight for the throne.

Obstacle Activity
Joust Pick up jousting lance, joust 3 progressively smaller rings
Sword fight Using supplied sword, hit opponent’s shield
Mace Using supplied mace, knock over plastic barrel
Bridge Cross the bridge
Rock throw Take rock from bucket, throw in water
Barrels Ride between narrow barrels
Rope gate Open gate, ride through, close gate
Noodles/branches Navigate noodles
Log drag Drag log to designated line
Transfer Move ball from one cone to the other cone
Jump Ride over jump
Ground tie Ride to box, ground tie horse, rider go around obstacle, remount
Side pass Side pass L-shaped 4x4's
Bucket lift Raise bucket by pulling rope
Bareback ride Ride to box, unsaddle horse, mount, ride bareback over 4x4, then to 

Start/Finish line.

Please keep in mind that we still need volunteers to help with this endeavor.  It’s a lot of work,
and whatever you can do to help would be appreciated. We need help from about 7:30 a.m. to
1:00 p.m.  Please contact Doug @ 802/759-3372 or at bigdoug_43@yahoo.com  and let him
know you can help.

We still need one really nice person to volunteer to assemble 

gifts/prizes on the morning of the event.

ALSO, there are still plenty of openings for anyone that would like to compete in the event.
It's a really fun course this year! Not exceptionally hard either.

MEMBERSHIP FORM ON NEXT PAGE - PLEASE NOTE

At a recent Board meeting, we discussed the farm/business membership and the fact that

only those with a farm/business membership will be included in the directory on the website. 

Therefore, if you have a “Farm”, perhaps you’d like to consider joining or renewing your
membership  as a farm/business membership, so you CAN be listed on the website as an
additional benefit.
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2015 Membership Form
THE VERMONT HORSE COUNCIL

“Creating a unified equine voice”
www.vthorsecouncil.org

a 501(c)(3) organization whose mission is to unite, serve, and support all equine
activities and interests in Vermont and beyond

(Membership runs from January 1st through December 31st, 2015)
(these now include NEKET trail map)

Junior (under 18). . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $10.00
Individual. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $20.00
Family. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $25.00
Farm/Club. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $35.00
Business. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $50.00
Life.. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $200.00

(good for individual members only)

Committee Donations:

Clif Murray/Floyd Fuller Scholarship. . . . $
General / 4-H Fund . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $
Trail Maintenance Fund.. . . . . . . . . . . . . . $
Equine Emergency & Hay Fund. . . . . . . . $
NEKET. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $

Total Enclosed. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $
Mail check payable to:    Vermont Horse Council
Mail to:  Doug Smith; 8263 VT Route 22A; Vergennes, VT  05491

After we receive your membership application, you will receive a Welcome Packet from our membership committee, which includes:
1. Subscription To Mane Stream
2. Membership Card
3. Riding & Driving Program Information

4. VHC Scholarships information
5. NEKET Trail Map
6. Chart of Contacts 

2015 MEMBERSHIP AND LIABILITY RELEASE

Name Do you want a NEKET Map? GYes GNo

Mailing Address  

County: Town/City    State________   Zip  

Phone  ( )   E-mail: 

Membership Status:  GNew G Renewing Number of people on Membership 

Type of Membership: GJr GIndividual G Family G Farm/Club G  Business G Life 

Would You Like Your Newsletter e-mailed to you? G Yes G No

No. Horses Owned   Breed(s) 

Interests (i.e., Trails, 4-H, Safety, Legislation, etc.): 

Would you be interested in serving as an:  G Officer G Director G Committee Member G Volunteer at Event

Subjects you’d like VHC to address: 

G Do Not include my contact information in the VHC members directory

"Please be advised that the handling, use and riding of a horse involves the risk of injury or death and that when participating in any
riding event sponsored by the VHC or Northeast Kingdom Equestrian Trails (NEKET) you ride at your own risk. Under Vermont
Law, an equine activity sponsor is not liable for an injury to or the death of, a participant in equine activities resulting from the
inherent risks of equine activities that are obvious and necessary, pursuant to 12 V.S.A §1039.  Prior to riding in any of our riding
events or on the NEKET trails you must sign a liability release, agreeing to follow all reasonable safety and helmet rules and
releasing the VHC from any liability.

Signature of member(s)or parent if under 18.
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Vermont Horse Council
Vermont Horse Council Liability Release and Acknowledgment of Risk for Riders

(Participants) at the Vermont Horse Council Equine Activities
-PLEASE READ CAREFULLY-

I,  (Participant), and  (Custodial Parent, if Participant is minor),
understand and accept the risks and rules below:

Risks: I understand that the handling, use and riding of a horse involves the risk of injury or death, despite all safety precautions.
No horse is a completely safe horse. If a horse is frightened or provoked or even without any such reason it may divert from its
training and act according to its natural instincts which may include, but are not limited to actions such as: stopping short,
changing direction or speed at will, shifting its weight from side to side, bucking, rearing, biting, kicking or running from
danger. These risks exist for any person around a horse, whether mounted or on the ground.

Acknowledgement of Risks: I acknowledge the above risks and I voluntarily engage myself (or my minor child) in riding
activities organized or sponsored by Vermont Horse Council (VHC). I understand that I (or my minor child) should not
participate in any equine activity unless I am confident that I (or my minor child) can do so safely. Participation in equine
activities at VHC constitutes a knowing and voluntary assumption of all risks associated with equine activities, which is a
defense under Vermont Law to any claim for injury or damage and a bar to recovery.

Safety and Helmet Rules: I understand that I must follow the safety rules of VHC when participating in an equine activity
organized by VHC and that, if I am under 18 years old, I must wear an approved riding helmet and proper footwear. I
acknowledge that wearing a properly fitted and secured riding helmet while riding, mounting, dismounting and being near
horses may reduce the severity of head injuries or prevent death occurring as the result of a fall or other occurrence. I assume all
helmet related risks, including but not limited to the risk of injury if I don’t wear such helmet.

Release: I agree to fully and forever release and hold harmless VHC, its members, officers, directors, committees (such as
NEKET), and agents acting on behalf of or for VHC from any and all liabilities due to injuries, claims, damages, actions or
losses, which may arise out of my, my minor child’s, or my guest’s presence at the equine activity sponsored by VHC. Except in
the event of VHC’s gross negligence or willful misconduct, I shall bring no claims, demands, actions or litigation against VHC,
its members, officers, directors, committees (such as NEKET), and agents acting on behalf of or for VHC for any economic
losses and non-economic losses due to bodily injury, death or property damage, sustained by me (or my minor child) in relation
to the operations of this organization. On behalf of myself and my minor children, I hereby also release and forever discharge
Vermont Electric Power Company, Inc. (VELCO) and its owners, officers, agents and employees (the Releasees) from and
against any and all claims, suits and damages that they may in the future have, whether known or unknown, resulting from any
action, inaction, representation, failure to warn or any other conduct whatsoever by the Releasees or any of them (except for
conduct or inaction actually intended to cause harm) arising from or in connection with the use of the VELCO right-of-way
pursuant to a certain license agreement between VELCO and the Vermont Horse Council.

Misc.: I agree that this release shall be subject to the laws of the State of Vermont and any dispute relating to this release shall
be decided by the courts of the State of Vermont. I agree and hereby waive, to the extent not prohibited by applicable law, the
right to a trial by jury and hereby agree, instead to a court trial. In the event any provision of this release shall be deemed invalid
or unenforceable by any court, such provision shall be deemed severed from this Agreement and replaced by a valid provision
which approximates as closely as possible the intent of the parties.

WARNING: Under Vermont Law, an equine activity sponsor is not liable for an injury to or the death of a participant in equine
activities resulting from the inherent risks of equine activities that are obvious and necessary, pursuant to 12 V.S.A §1039.

I HAVE READ AND UNDERSTAND THIS ENTIRE LIABILITY RELEASE

Date
Signature of Participant, Date Signature of custodial parents (mandatory, if
 Participant is minor)

Address and Phone Number of Participant:  

For your equine legal needs call Jessica Ebert, Esq. at Collins McMahon & Harris in Burlington VT at 802 862 3524
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VERMONT HORSE COUNCIL
2015 CONTACT SHEET

www.vthorsecouncil.org

Officers

President Vice President Secretary Treasurer
Heidi Krantz Meg Costello Terry Rose Suzanne Martin
804 Morey Hill Rd. 15 Riverview Dr. 146 Bent Hill Rd. 6 Kingfisher Drive
Craftsbury, VT  05826 Essex, VT  05402 Braintree, VT  05060 Underhill, VT 05489
802-586-7559 802-355-0461 802-728-6303 802-899-4766
hkrantz57@gmail.com mcostello1953@gmail.com mrstrosevhc@yahoo.com martinset@aol.com

Directors

Patricia Branon. . . . . . . 2018
780 Hill Rd., PO Box 26
Fairfield, VT  05455
802-524-3682
classicarriage@gmail.com

Phyllis Civitello. . . . . . . 2018
110 Edwards Rd.
Chelsea, VT  05038
802-685-2775
pc7229@hughes.net 

Karen Rosemark. . . . . . 2018
P.O. Box 314
Sheffield, VT 05866
802-644-6742
waterdanceacres@yahoo.com

Belinda Brown. . . . . . . . 2018
140 TH 19
Craftsbury Common VT 05827
802-586-2843
brownlovely1@gmail.com

Doug Smith. . . . . . . . . . . . 2018
8263 Vt Route 22A
Vergennes, VT 05491
802-759-3372
bigdoug_43@yahoo.com

Carmel Stone. . . . . . . . . . . 2016
117 Old Stage Rd.
Essex Jct. VT  05452
802-879-7354
motortim@aol.com 

Morris Lasell. . . . . . . . . . . 2016
Lasell Farm 
1031 So. Hill Rd.
Williamstown VT 05679
802-433-1344

Committees

American Horse Council:    Ilene Douglas; 675 Hatton Hts Rd., Morgan, VT  05853; 802-895-4322 idouglas@peoplepc.com
Annual Trail Ride:  Karen Blow 29 Highland Crofts Rd. Graniteville, VT  05654   802-839-0147 kaybee88@yahoo.com
Equine Emergency Fund: TBD
Farm Bureau:  Bev McMullin  1684 Airport Road, No Fayston, VT 05660  802-496-9281    mac@gmavt.net
Groton State Park (increasing trails): Phyllis Civitello, Sharon Paton, Karen Rosemark, Brenda Lasell
Membership:   Doug Smith, 8263 VT Route 22A Vergennes, VT  05491; 759-3372; bigdoug_43@yahoo.com
Newsletter:  Charlotte Mills, 291 Menard Crossroad, Williamstown VT  05679;  802-433-1179; chardust@myfairpoint.net
Northeast Kingdom Equestrian Trails (NEKET): Mike Benoit; 1433 N. Cambridge Rd.; Jeffersonville VT  05464;  644-

6742; vhcmike@yahoo.com
NEKET Annual Ride:  Missy Abbott; 802-892-6108; missykabbott@aol.com & Sally Gaynor-Knecht; 603-915-7022;  

sally@gaynor-knecht.com
Parade Group: Jody Barna; 308 Showacre Rd., Moretown, VT  05660; 802-485-3354; jbarna@tds.net
Riding & Driving Program:  Brenda Lasell 1031 S. Hill Rd;  Williamstown, VT  05679; 802-433-1344;

cashgoldbond@yahoo.com
Scholarship (General/4-H):  Morris Lasell 1031 So. Hill Rd.  Williamstown, VT  05679;   802-433-1344
Scholarship (Clif/Floyd College Scholarship):  Sue Altland; 61 Stryker Rd. Topsham, VT  05076; 802-439-6071;

cjsalt@gmail.com
Trail Maintenance Fund: Morris Lasell 1031 So. Hill Rd  Williamstown, VT  05679   802-433-1344
VT Trails And Greenways Council:  Michael Benoit; 1433 N. Cambridge Rd, Jeffersonville, VT  05464;  802-644-6742;

vhcmike@yahoo.com
Website:  Lynn Knight  94 Sand Hill Rd  Milton, VT  05468;  802-528-5121; edelweissfarm@yahoo.com

If you see any errors in your listing, please notify Charlotte so it can be corrected - Thanks
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VERMONT HORSE COUNCIL
Doug Smith
8263 VT Route 22A
Vergennes, VT  05491

For More Information or Forms for the Annual Tunbridge Ride
be sure to check out the VHC website

You can view or download all the forms, and answer most of the questions you may have.

call Karen if htere are questions not answered on the website.

EDITOR’S NOTES
The May/June newsletter will go out about May 15

PLEASE GET ALL MATERIAL TO ME BY MAY 1

I appreciate all the items I have been receiving for inclusion in the newsletter.  We want the newsletter to be
about the Members!  You can reach me at  chardust@myfairpoint.net  or 802/433-1179.

Thanks for your help.  Charlotte Mills, Editor
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