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EXTREME TRAIL PLAY-DAY

August 22, 2015

VHC members, we are planning an Extreme Trail Challenge play-day in Bristol at the 4H horse ring on Saturday
August 22.  This is what we have planned:

10:00 - 12:00 Practice the obstacles.  There will be experienced riders on hand to help.

Noon - 1:00 Lunch.  Bring your lunch.  Maybe something to share? If you'd rather, there are mini-marts, a creamee
stand and a pizza place in Bristol

1:00 - 3:00 A no-pressure, fun competition where you can practice what you just learned.  We will set up a course
and judge you and your horse.  Should be fun!

To help defray costs, there will be a $20 charge for the day.  For insurance purposes, you must be a 2015 VHC
member.  (We will have membership forms available onsite!)

The 4H horse ring is on Liberty Street in Bristol. Liberty street is next to the Martin's  Hardware Store on Routes 116
and 17 in Bristol Village. The ring is a few hundred feet down the street.

This is a green area that we have to keep clean, so please make sure to bring something to pick up  manure.  Pack
in and pack out!

For more information, contact Doug Smith at bigdoug_43@yahoo.com.

i More info on the NEKET ride in Victory - it should be mentioned that there is a pot luck dinner on Sat night,
and to ride there you must be a VHC member. (See more on Page 9).  This year, there will not be a meeting at
the ride venue.  Great ride - lots of fun.

i More info on the TUNBRIDGE RIDE :  Great meals, hookups for all campers, showers, Saturday night sing
along, and MORE!  specifics on hay analysis should be included. (See details about Hay analysis on Page
16).  Go to our website for forms and details on this ride www.vthorsecouncil.org

As you know, if you’ve attended either of these events, they are terrific rides, and we want all our members to be
aware of them and how to attend.

VHC - ‘Creating a Unified Equine Voice page 1 of 16 July/August 2015



A NOTE FROM THE PRESIDENT

It sure has been a wild ride this spring –I hope you have your hay in! If you do you are very fortunate! This is
a time of year that is busy, busy, and the Vermont Horse Council is certainly in that mode. 

We had a fun and informative meeting at Horses and Pathfinders in Moretown. We appreciate the welcome
we received from Lucinda Newman and her son Nicolas. They offered a wonderful site for a delicious potluck meal, a
membership meeting that covered a number of projects described in more detail on the following pages, and an
informative tour of their facilities, located with a spectacular view of the Mad River in Moretown. Check out their
programs when you get a chance at www.horsesandpathfinders.com.

Join VHC in Bristol on Aug. 22 at an Extreme Trail Play Date  – a great opportunity to build skills and have
fun with your horse and horse buddies – read about it on the front page or check our website for details!

VHC Vice President Meg Costello is spearheading a membership survey so the Board can learn more about
your interests and needs. Please fill it out and return to us! (See the survey in this issue.)

Ilene Douglas recently returned from the American Horse Council national convention in Washington DC.
This organization is instrumental in national equestrian issues, and you can learn more about the AHC and the
convention by reading Ilene's report.

We also have some great trail and camp improvements happening in the Northeast Kingdom (NEK) and
Groton State Park, and we will be meeting again with staff from the State Parks in July and August to continue our
conversation about how to further improve equestrian amenities and resources.

Don’t forget to mark your calendar to join us at our next membership meeting on Oct. 24th at the UVM
Morgan Horse Farm in Weybridge – details inside!

The VHC is so dependent on our members who volunteer – those who organize the Tunbridge Ride, work in
the NEK and at Groton, organize and work the Extreme Trail Challenge, manage our website, produce the newsletter,
balance our check book and so much more. A big THANK YOU to those who have helped in the past, are working
hard now – and to those who will step forward in the future!

Go spend some time with your horse!

Heidi Krantz
President

WILLOUGHBY GROUP TRAIL RIDE AND CAMPOUT 
August 28,29,30 2015

SEE COMPLETE WRITEUP in the May/June newsletter, or
For more information and entry foms, 
Contact: Karen Rosemark 802 626 5085 waterdanceacres@yahoo.com

Or Sharon Paton 802 473-2137 spaton5156@aol.com
Join our weekend trail ride through Vermont’s beautiful Willoughby State Forest and back roads.

This is not a VHC sponsored ride, but all are welcome.  Several of our members have attended in the
past (and sent pictures); they have reported a very enjoyable ride.
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~ UPDATE NOTES ~ 
THIS AND THAT

Submitted by Karen Rosemark

We've had 12 youth apply for scholarships this
season. Our Scholarship Funds are near empty, and the
committee is asking for help in raising money for all
scholarships. Two college applicants were also awarded
funds.

Any Ideas, Help, Donations? . . . please contact:
Karen Rosemark Chair or 
Francie Hersey, Belinda Brown or Morris Lasell

Store Manager for Tractor Supply Company in
Newport is working on getting all VHC members a
discount in either his store and/or all in all the TSC
stores in Vermont. 

======================
AHC 

Submitted by Ilene Douglas

This is the best explanation of the AHC, and I
suggest it be included in the newsletter and given to the
board members. The work of the AHC is so important to
every aspect of the equine industry, and I know that
most of our members of the VHC have little idea as to
what this organization does for us. 
http://www.horsecouncil.org/about-us-0. The web site
for AHC also includes their ARCHIVES and
NEWSROOM. Great way to improve one’s knowledge
of the AHC.

==================

VERMONT HORSE COUNCIL
MEMBERSHIP MEETING

June 20, 2015 at Hoses and Pathfinders Facility
6899 Route 100B, Moretown, VT 05660

17 members; 1 guest. Meeting was called to order by
President Heidi Krantz at 12:30 pm

Lucinda Newman, owner of Horses and Pathfinders,
welcomed us to her place. Check out her facility at
www.horsesandpathfinders.com  or call 802-223.1903.
Brochures available in Secretary book.

Secretary report was accepted as written in the
March/April newsletter. Motion made by Patricia Branon,
seconded by Carmel Stone. All approved

Treasurer's report accepted as presented by Suzanne
Martin, motion made by Laura Hamilton, seconded by
Patricia Branon.

Heidi spoke: encouraging the group to think about
replenishing the scholarship accounts.

Doug Smith gave membership report:  Currently 113
members: 17 lifetime, 96 paid for 2015. Karen Rosemark is
still pumping new memberships in to the organization from
the membership booths she organized. Heidi  encouraged all
who attended to pass out membership forms to friends and
family.

New organizational structure was discussed. Heidi
explained the break down of committees to the group, hoping
it will help with updating the website.

Promotions: Carmel Stone.  Membership survey was handed
out. 

Horse Paper Pouches were ordered and should be in in
about a week. 

Safety: The VHC radio version of the PSA has been sent to 7
radio stations.   Nancy Andrus is on the Governor's public
safety committee. Carmel will contact Nancy with info on
VHC's pubic safety announcement. Patricia offered to go to a
meeting with Carmel if she needed her to. Carmel would like
the safety vests to be "talked up".

Newsletter: No report.  Laura Hamilton asked when the next
deadline would be. Heidi offered to ask Charlotte and let
everyone know about the upcoming deadline.

Website:  Lynn Knight recently stepped down as committee
chair. There is one proposal that is being considered.
Currently our newsletter is not mobile device friendly. Any
thoughts/ideas? Let Heidi know.

Equine Activities Committee: Doug Smith. NEKET ride is
September 11-13, 2015. Tunbridge Ride is September 25-27,
2015. Meeting at UVM Morgan Horse Farm is October 24,
2015, with a tour after the meeting.

Trail challenge clinic was discussed. It will be
August 22nd at the Bristol Recreation Field. Heidi will follow
up on the insurance. Mike Benoit suggested VHC invite pony
clubs to the clinic. Mike will get a list of pony clubs to Doug
and Heidi. 

Figure 8 Riding Facility is hosting a police-horse de-
spooking clinic the last week in August. Contact Laura
Hamilton for more information.

Heidi spoke about the Lamoille Valley Rail Trail. It
is being used as a multi-use trail, and there are some concerns
about manure and hoof prints in the trail. Please clean up
after what your horse leaves behind. Stay to the side as much
as possible. 

Sandy Bender from the Lamoille Riding & Driving
club had a dog attack her horse while tied to her trailer. This
incident triggered a response from the Stowe bike club. There
could be an event for multi-use trail users focusing on
communication. Sandy's face book posting told the whole
story. Sandy also wrote a letter to the editor.

Services: Belinda Brown & Karen Rosemark
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AHC :  Ilene reported about the 2015 Annual Meeting and
National Issues Form of  AHC. She encouraged us all to
please go to the AHC website www.horsecouncil.org; check
out the "time to ride" website www.timetoride.com, dedicated
to the 40 and over women who may have more free time, and
the  coalition of state horse councils https://cshcsite which has
the VHC PSA on the home page. Also, please ask to see her
books and brochures she brought back from the conference. 

Congress is considering handing over all federal
lands (not including Federal forests and parks) to the state
which they can develop, sell, etc.. (Ilene's full report is in the
secretary file).

Laura Hamilton spoke about her concern that
Vermont has lost the horse specialist, Betsy Greene. It was
explained that Betsy has one more year as UVM extension's
budget is in trouble. It was noted that this group (VHC)'s role
will be all the more important once UVM extension – Equine,
gets done.

Mike Benoit spoke about his view on the Farm
Bureau's role in covering for Betsy. VHC should think about
how we can help them cover for her.

The topic of VHC lobbying came up. It would appear
VHC is able to lobby under 501c3 rules, but our by-laws state
we cannot. It was decided the Board will look into it. Ilene
said the Maine Horse Council will contact Heidi about
lobbying, and Ilene is encouraging VHC send more people to
the AHC Conference in June.

Scholarships: Belinda Brown
Firefly Farm was awarded $300 at the meeting,

retracting the rejection letter sent Cody Smith on June 9th. 
Belinda stated that her husband, Phil Lovely, has

been working with the scholarship committee on new
guidelines. Specific areas they are working on are: awards,
fund raising, new deadline, automatic membership at the
youth level, etc.  The recipient of the scholarship should send
a thank you and a photo, come to a meeting for a presentation
(at the college level) and minors will have to have parental
permission for photo and release of name.

Because the funds are low and the demand is high,
the committee will have to say 'the funds are gone for this
year". Karen, Suzanne and Heidi will discuss combining the
scholarship money as there is less demand for the college
funds.

Suggestions are still being considered so contact
Belinda Brown, Karen Rosemark and Heidi Krantz. The
committee will have a report with proposed changes at the
October meeting.

Bev McMullin expressed concerns that The Clif
Murray/Floyd Fuller scholarship fund is being misrepresented
on the treasurer reports. Suzanne will change the name from
College fund on her reports.

Riding & Driving : Brenda Lasell reported via email. Sandy
Bender has joined, Sarah Thompson received an

acknowledgment and award, Karen Rosemark reached 500
hours and got a tee-shirt.

Farm Bureau: Bev McMullin
Bev reported that Bill Moore will be lobbying on the

water quality bill (H.35). The new bill calls for improvement
in  ways large and medium farm operations create run off into
waterways.  Check our www.legislatino/vermont.gov or
Contact Bill if you have questions wmore@gmatv.net or 802-
888-9391. Also, please consider joining the Farm Bureau
individually.

Heidi announced: Committee chairs, please keep a
list of what's happening in your committee, get a report to
your point person before the meeting so that it can go into
meeting reports and onto the website.

Horse Surveys will be collected by Carmel in Meg's
absence. 

VHC is still waiting for a check from CV Expo in the
amount of $1875 for the extreme trail challenge, that will go
into the general fund.

Meeting locations were discussed and Laura
Hamilton from Figure 8 Riding at Fire Fly Farm committed
to hosting one this time of year next year.

Next meeting will be October 24th at the UVM
Morgan farm.

A meeting with Lou at NEKET is in the works. Heidi
will follow up with him.

Doug will post VHC's ride events on the Facebook
page.

Heidi is working on quotes for new insurance
providers.

Meeting adjourned 1:50 pm motion made by Doug, seconded
by Belinda.

Respectfully submitted,
Terry Rose

=====================
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VHC EQUINE ACTIVITIES UPDATE JUNE 2015

Everything Equine Trail Challenge and Trail Clinic-  11 riders participated on April 26, 2015, with 15 sponsors. Doug Smith
managed volunteers to provide obstacles and assist the day of the event. VHC has organized this event for two years, and after
much discussion the Board has decided to propose a change in format to a Trail Clinic that will provide an opportunity for all
levels of riders to practice obstacles under the guidance of a judge and/or trainer.

NEKET Trails, Trail Troopers –  Mike Benoit is the contact person overseeing all NEKET (Northeast Kingdom Equestrian
Trails)  projects.  At the suggestion of Lou Bushey, VHC will organize a NEKET trail committee meeting in July to review and
coordinate all work region-wide. Heidi will inform NEK folks about the date. A Portalet will be installed at Partridge Hill after
first cutting of hay. Checking on the need for Portalet for South America Pond. State considering relocation of the horse
campground at South America Pond at their expense. State needs our help locating and mapping trails on NEKET lands – to be
coordinated by Mike Benoit with Doug Morin of ANR. Patricia Branon is coordinating the Trail Troopers. Their May work day
was postponed due to poor trail conditions- FYI Lou Bushey informed VHC that all trails are closed in the spring until they can
handle vehicle traffic without damage. 

VHC NEKET Ride in Victory - Sept. 11 – 13, 2015  - NEKET Trails; Contact Missy Abbot 603-833-1767 Sally Knecht 603-
915-7022; Waiting for trail marker arrows to identify trails, and for access to install portalets.

Fish and Wildlife/ANR – Mike Benoit and Patricia Branon are working with ANR. We are waiting for a final copy of our
Northeast Kingdom Core Management Agreement to sign. This document allows VHC continuous access for maintenance and
use of NEKET trails. 

VHC Annual Tunbridge Ride Sept. 25-27, 2015    Tunbridge Fairgrounds
Contact Karen Blow 802-839-0147
Entry forms can be found at www.vthorsecouncil.org 
Ride planning involves hours of asking different land owners and going to Tunbridge to walk land and find trails.  Four very
important things tasks:

1. Find a trail that's about 15 to 18 miles on Saturday.
2. Have a shorter route of 10-12 miles.
3. A field to have lunch in.
4. Finding some kind of way for them to get water for there horses.

VHC General Membership Meeting Oct. 24, 2015   UVM Morgan Horse Farm, Weybridge VT; Contact Heidi Krantz 802-
586-7559; 

Potluck – 11:30 AM
Meeting after potluck, then tour of host facility 
$5.00 donation suggested

Groton State Park – New Discovery Campground – Phyllis Civitello is the contact person leading the effort to improve trails
and camping facilities. At a recent meeting VHC and state park staff agreed to improve the existing pens by enlarging several,
improving footing and installing metal panels for fencing. One site will also be transformed into a pull through site.  We also
talked about a long term plan to develop implement the stable plan created several years ago by Ken Hoeppner. We will need
members to help with a work day on the pull through site this summer and with fund raising for the metal panels for the pen
improvements. We already have a donation from the Benoits of panels toward this project!

===========================
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News from Figure 8 Riding 
at VERMONT FIREFLY FARM

Submitted by Laura Hamilton

Things have been busy here at Firefly Farm in Roxbury, Vermont. We acquired two new Fell ponies, Meres Jodi and
Inglegarth Celebration (Glory), 21-year-old mares who came all the way from Texas! That brings us up to 8 Fell Ponies, an
endangered breed originating in England. Learn more about Fell Ponies on our website: http://www.figure8riding.com/.

Last winter and spring, Laura Hamilton completed her first
semester providing equestrian lessons and Fell Ponies to support
activities of the Norwich University Cavalry Troop. Specifically,
lessons included beginner through advanced dressage, equitation,
vaulting, mounted weaponry, and mounted color guard. Norwich
University is Vermont’s private military academy and the semester
culminated with a parade and demonstration on the main quad of
the campus, in which Regal Spring Storm (Esther), Laurel Highland
Crackerjack, Meres Jodi, and Glory all participated.

Our second foal
was born on the farm,
Firefly Fortis, a grey
colt foaled on April 4 to
Lunesdale Mercury and
Laurel Highland
English Rose. Firefly
Fortis was born friendly

and kissed the vet when she came to check him - and anyone else who stopped by.
Summer camps have started, and we are now in our second week of

Medieval Knight’s Horsemanship and Training camp. We would like to thank the
Vermont Horse Council for granting a couple of our campers scholarships to help
attend camp. We have also been getting some recreational riding in, hacking out with
our Fell ponies on trails in Groton State Forest and the Marsh-Billings Rockefeller National Historical Site in Marshfield and
West Woodstock, Vermont. Cheers!

Laura Hamilton,
ARIA Certified Riding Instructor

===================
VHC SERVICES UPDATE JUNE 2015

Safety
Contact: Carmel Stone 879-7354. The Safety Committee with the help of Betsy Greene has sent the radio version of the PSA to
nine regional radio stations throughout the state. 

Nancy Andrus, Coordinator for the Vermont Agency of Education’s Drivers’ Education program has invited Carmel Stone and
Heidi Krantz to attend the Vermont Drivers’ Education Summit Conference on July 30th at St. Michael’s College. All of VHC’s
safety information will be presented to the Drivers’ Education teachers attending. Carmel will be taking her horse and trailer.
Anyone wishing to help out with this opportunity to promote VHC and rider safety should see or call Carmel Stone.

The safety Committee is asking members here today to take a Horses on the Road poster to display in your community, for
example at Town Clerk’s Office, local store, etc. This is a great way to help educate people regarding the law and safety of
horses on the road.

American Horse Council (AHC)Contact Ilene Douglas 895-4322
Ilene, our long-time representative, has just returned from the Coalition of State Horse Councils/American Horse Councils
annual meeting in Washington, DC. She has filed a comprehensive report reviewing national issues, legislation, concerns and
new initiatives. Here is a brief overview of her report:
! The Coalition is a sub committee of the AHC that focuses on issues important to state horse councils. There were 11 states in

attendance.
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! Congress is discussing turning over public lands (exclusive of forests and parks) to states to develop, sell, etc. This is of
great interest to western states with large tracts of federal land.

! The Equine Land Conservation Resource notes that 6000 acres are lost to horse back riders each day.
! CSHC members support labeling a helmet as certified which might discourage riders from purchasing “cheap” helmets.
! The topic of global warning and its impact on grain, hay and water was discussed.
! Health of horses and particular infectious diseases was featured. (Several brochures on this are on the table and can be

ordered.)
! This year’s conference marked the 10th anniversary of the operation of the Coalition of Unwanted Horses. Operation gelding

is one of its most successful programs. Books and materials related to this are on the table for you to examine.
! Collegiate level equine programs, including rodeo sports, have taken off in the last few years.
! A program dedicated to women over 40, “Time to Ride”, “Milridge Farm” in Kentucky and “Horse Country” in Maryland

have all been successful in encouraging people to connect with horses. These programs are on line and provide lots of
information for those interested.

Clearly, Ilene made the most of her attendance at this event and she has brought much new information to our group. Ilene
encourages anyone wanting more information to get in touch today or by phone (802 895-4322) or email
idouglas@peoplepc.com 

Scholarship Contact Karen Rosemark 802 633-5085.
Youth/4-H: The scholarship season is in full swing and continues as we meet today. To date, there have been 7 camp
scholarships awarded with 3 others pending. The recipients range in age from 7 to 13 years with 6 children being awarded
support to attend America’s First Horse (Johnson) and one to Road’s End. Scholarship requests to River of Life and Firefly Barn
are being considered. Total amount awarded is $900.

College: There were two applicants for the VHC college fund. A $500 scholarship was awarded to a girl for study at VTC with
the goal of “becoming a professional horsewoman in a stable in Vermont.” A $100 scholarship was awarded to a young man
wishing to take a course in equine studies.

Ways to replenish the scholarship fund need to be addressed. A review of the application and criteria for awarding scholarship
money is also underway. Input from the council is welcome. The primary source of revenue for the fund is annual Tunbridge
Ride which donates 10% of its profit to this program.

Riding and Driving Program Contact Brenda Lasell 802 433-1344
The Riding and Driving program has gained a new Horse and Rider team: Sandy Bender and “Soloman” from Johnson.
Awards Achieved Horse and Rider Team
50 Hours Sarah P. Thompson and VT’s Jalil Hisaan (Jolly)
200 Hours Sarah P. Thompson and AM Casey at Bat

503.5 Hours Individual Rider Karen Rosemark
Congratulations!

Trail Maintenance FundContact Morris Lasall 802 433-1344. 
There is no activity to report at this time.

Vermont Farm BureauContact Bev McMullen 496-9281
The Vermont Farm Bureau was very active during the legislative session following the progress of the Water Quality Bill
(H.35). VFB legislative director, Bill Moore, lobbied and testified on behalf of farmers concerned about this bill’s impact on
business and operations. The bill signed into law requires improvements in the way that medium and large farm practices create
runoff into waterways. 
Another change includes a rewrite of the Accepted Agricultural Practices and some change to Current Use Policy as well as
certification for small farms. This will affect some horse owners. Although ‘Small Farm Operation’ (SFO) has not been defined,
discussion has suggested 10 acres or more and a certain number of animals. There will be a fee but “self-certification” will most
likely be required as the Agency of Agriculture does not have sufficient staff to inspect the thousands of farms in Vermont. 
To see the entire contents of the 141 page document, check it out on-line at: legislature.Vermont.gov 
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VHC GENERAL MEMBERSHIP MEETINGS

October 24, 2015- Location:  UVM Morgan Horse Farm, Weybridge, VT. Potluck at 11:30 am, followed by a
membership meeting and tour of our host facility. A $5 donation is suggested. Bring chairs for the meeting
and a camp table if you have one.

The Morgan Horse Farm is located at 74 Battell Drive, Weybridge VT. The UVM Morgan Horse Farm is
dedicated to the preservation and improvement of the Morgan Horse. For over 60 years, the farm has provided
educational programs and a home for Morgan history.

January 23, 2016 – Location:  Abbey Restaurant, 6212 VT Rt. 105, Enosburg Falls VT. Lunch at 12:00 noon
followed by Guest Speaker Mary Willmuth and our Annual Meeting. Mary will talk about therapeutic riding
as an activity and intervention for children and adults, focusing on the physical, behavioral and emotional
benefits. Mary is the president of the CHAMP board and a PATH certified therapeutic riding instructor.  She
is also a VT licensed doctoral-level psychologist with expertise in neuropsychology, and rehabilitation and
physical disabilities,  including traumatic brain injury.

Board of Directors Meetings
Oct.13, 2015 – 6 pm Monitor Barn , Richmond
Dec.15, 2015 – 6 pm Monitor Barn , Richmond
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AHC WASHINGTON UPDATE
Copyright © 2015 American Horse Council

Permission to pass on the AHC Washington Update to your members, readers, or others is granted on the condition that it is forwarded in its
original form or directly linked with the AHC logo and a link to the AHC website.

House Committee Approves USDA Appropriations Bill 
On July 8, 2015, the House Appropriations Committee approved its version of the FY 2016 Agriculture Appropriations

bill. This bill provides funding for the U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) for the 2016 fiscal year (October 1, 2015 through
September 30, 2016). The bill contains several provisions that impact the horse industry, including funding for USDA equine
health activities and enforcement of the Horse Protection Act.

Fy 2016 House Usda Appropriations
Animal and Plant Health Inspection Service and Equine Health

The bill would provide $871 million for the Animal and Plant Health Inspection Service (APHIS). APHIS is the USDA
agency responsible for protecting and promoting U.S. agricultural health, including responding to contagious equine disease
outbreaks. Funding for Equine, Cervid, and Small Rumiant health would be set at $19.5 million, this is the same amount that
was appropriated in FY 2015.

Horse Slaughter
Congressman Sam Farr (D-CA) offered an amendment to prohibit funding for USDA inspections at U.S. horse slaughter

facilities that was defeated in a 24-24 vote. Congressman Robert Aderholt (R-AL) spoke in opposition to the amendment. Such a
prohibition would have prevented horse slaughter facilities from operating in the U.S. had it been included in the bill. 

Currently, No horse slaughter facilities are operating in the U.S and a prohibition on funding for inspectors at such
facilities from last year's FY 2015 USDA bill remains in effect until September 30, 2015. Once that prohibition expires, USDA
will be required to provide inspectors and horse slaughter facilities if any were to open.

A similar defunding amendment could still be offered when the bill is debated by the full House or when the Senate
begins work on their version of the USDA appropriations bill.

Horse Protection Act
The bill provides $697,000 for enforcement of the Horse Protection Act. This is the same amount that was appropriated

in FY 2015.
The bill must now be approved by the full House.   View Full Article on AHC Website

~  ~  ~  ~  ~  ~  ~  ~  ~ 
NEKET RIDE IN VICTORY

Submitted by Missy Abbott

The ride in Victory will be September 12 and 13th. People are welcome to come in early or stay late. I should
arrive Thursday. Water and a Port-O-Let will be available. If you plan to come early, bring water, in case it hasn't
arrived yet. (should be there Thursday). 

There are two marked loops:  The Kirby loop is around 15 miles, and the Victory loop closer to 20. Riders can
choose to leave when they like and pick which trail on any given day. There are many dirt roads and other trails in the
area that are not posted, so riders can venture out to explore as well.

There will be pot luck on Saturday, and we try to have a fire each night. Musicians are encouraged to bring
instruments.

Tents, campers and portable horse pens should be kept to the outer parts of the field as much as possible so
that other vehicles have room to drive in and turn around. All manure and hay must be picked up or spread.
Directions: For GPS reference, or Google Maps, the address is 2364 Victory Hill Road, North Concord, VT 05858.
From I91 (Exit 19 onto I93) or I93(Exit 1), you will take the exit onto Route 2 and follow that East/North, from St.
Johnsbury toward Concord.  Also, there will be signs up starting from US Route 2 in Concord VT, onto Victory
Road. 

I will do a ride briefing at some point while there. 
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VHC Meeting with Agency Of Natural Resources
July 14, 2015

Present – Louis Bushey, Mike Benoit, Karen Rosemark, Sharon Paton, Heidi Krantz

The meeting began with a review of the agenda – a reminder that equestrian access in these areas is limited to gravel
surfaced roads open to motor vehicles. Lou discussed the distinction between a state park and a state forest in an
effort to help with understanding ANR management priorities and practices.

Next we reviewed each area of work and identified next steps in each area:

NEKET/West Mountain

• Sign Corridor Management Agreement – waiting for final version from Doug Morin (VHC is the Corridor
Manager for Plum Creek and West Mountain). 

• Connection to Victory via Granby Town Rd.  – provide access for trail work
• Mike to obtain seasonal permits for trail work access – seasonal permits confirmed by Lou Bushey
• Work with Lou to identify location for campground relocation –connection with Maidstone
• Evaluate the Golden Road for riding potential
• Sharon has requested $80 from VHC Trail Maintenance fund for bridge repairs with VAST and a private

landowner – permission granted in writing from landowner and VAST for repairs. Sharon to provide labor

Kirby Mountain Loop
• Sharon to connect with VAST to consider Bennett Road repairs – potential need for VHC Trail Maintenance

funds

Willoughby
• Sharon to obtain Special Use Permit for ride
• VHC to participate in public review of management plan; check with Lou for timing
• Review options offered by Lou to by-pass Route 5 – access via private cabin – from Bartlett Rd.; access from

parking area-Karen and Sharon to explore and GPS
• Karen to GPS current trail options and provide to Lou for map creation
• Mike to provide arrows to Sharon
• Potential parking at South Beach if Northern Borders grant received – Lou 

All communication from VHC volunteers will go through Mike Benoit to Lou Bushey.
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VHC MEMBER SURVEY
The Vermont Horse council wants to learn more about the needs and interests of its members and their horses.

We would greatly appreciate your answering the following questions and mailing it back to Meg Costello.   
We apologize that we have limited computer capabilities so the survey can’t be returned electronically (If you

have scanning capabilities, you can scan the completed form and email it back as an attachment).
If you have a problem mailing it, please contact me. WE REALLY NEED YOUR INPUT!    Thanks in

advance for your help.

Name: (optional) 

1. Why did you join the VHC? 

2. How many and what kind of horses do you have? 

3. What horse activities do you participate or have an interest in?   Please circle all that apply , numbering 

the top 3 by priority to you:   

Showing   -  Gymkhanas   -   Team penning   -   Trail riding   -   Draft horse activities   -   Breeding  -   Driving 

 -   Backyard pets   -  other 

4. What other horse organizations do you belong to? 

5. What do you think the role of the VHC should be?
Please circle all that apply , numbering  the top 3 by priority to you: 

Also, please check any you use or would probably use.
- Promote horse & rider safety

- Assist with horse rescue

- Trail riding - Develop new trails & sponsor rides

- Offer scholarships (college, youth & 4 H)

- Education:  clinics, seminars, guest speakers & farm/site tours

- Communicate statewide horse activities, schedule of events, want ads

- Horse industry Information: Website Newsletter Face book

- Representation at American Horse Council National meeting

- Monitor & Promote legislation to interest to horse owners

- List general info services:  listing of farriers, vets, tack shops, bodywork, feed stores, dentists, discounts, other 

6. Please list any suggestion you have to improve the VHC services & mission.  

7. Please list any activities you would be interested in helping out with. 

Mail to : Meg Costello, Vice President VHC
15 Riverview Drive
Essex VT   05452 - Telephone 802-316 4992 mcostello1953@gmail.com 
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APOLOGIES : The May/June article about the VHC booth at Everything Equine
contained last year’s writeup.  Your editor apologizes for not noticing and inadvertently
printing the wrong one.  Here’s the writeup for the 2015 event./cfm

VHC BOOTH AT EVERYTHING EQUINE – APRIL 25 & 26 TH, 2015
Submitted by Carmel Stone

A HUGE thank you to all the volunteers who helped represent the Vermont Horse Council this weekend at
Champlain Valley Fairgrounds during Everything Equine & Canine weekend.  Volunteers were Patricia Branon,
Salley Gayner-Knecht, Bob Desorbo, Nancy Boldt, Eric & Suzanne Martin, Brenda & Morris Lasell, Mike Civitello,
Becky & Winston Ainsworth, Mike & Martha Benoit, Bev McMullin, Belinda Brown, Meg Costello, Terry Rose,
Mia Rose, Heidi Krantz and Tim Stone.  

VHC was given a small child’s saddle by Adirondack Tack to raffle off. The saddle was a 10” English saddle. 
The winner of the raffle was Louise Bienieki from Mountain Top Inn booth (see photo). The saddle attracted a lot of
attention, as did Queen Amelia at the booth!  Louise was very excited to win the saddle!

Volunteers had a chance to chat about Vermont Horse Council, along with selling various items displayed at
the booth. The rider safety vests attracted people’s attention; along with the PSA and VHC PowerPoint presentation
being shown.   I would like to again thank all the volunteers that helped make the VHC booth a success!

 

PLEASE NOTE
The membership Form on the following page has TWO pages.

Be sure to complete and mail BOTH  sides.
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THE VERMONT HORSE COUNCIL

“Creating a unified equine voice”
www.vthorsecouncil.org

a 501(c)(3) organization whose mission is to unite, serve, and support all equine
activities and interests in Vermont and beyond

(Membership runs from January 1st through December 31st, 2015)

Annual Dues: Committee Donations:
Junior (Under 18) $10.00 Clif Murray/Floyd Fuller Scholarship $
Individual $20.00 General/4-H Fund $
Family $25.00 Trail Maintenance Fund $
Farm/Club $35.00 Equine Emergency & Hay Fund $
Business $50.00 NEKET $
Life $200.00 Membership $

Total Enclosed $ $

Mail check payable to:    Vermont Horse Council; 
Mail to:  Doug Smith; 8263 VT Route 22A; Vergennes, VT  05491

After we receive your membership application, you will receive a Welcome Packet from our membership committee, which includes:

1. Subscription To Mane Stream
2. Membership Card

3. Riding & Driving Program Information
4. VHC Scholarships information

5. NEKET Trail Map
6. Chart of Contacts 

2015 MEMBERSHIP AND LIABILITY RELEASE
Name Do you want a NEKET Map?   ___Yes   ___No

Mailing Address   

County: Town/City    State  Zip  

Phone  ( )   E-mail: 

Membership Status:  GNew G Renewing Number of people on Membership  

Type of Membership: ___ Jr ___Individual ___Family ____Farm/Club ___Business ___Life 

Would You Like Your Newsletter e-mailed to you? ____Yes ____No

No. Horses Owned   Breed(s) 

Interests (i.e., Trails, 4-H, Safety, Legislation, etc.): 

Would you be interested in serving as an: ___Officer ____Director ____Committee Member  ____Volunteer at Event

Subjects you’d like VHC to address: 

GGGG Do Not include my contact information in the VHC members directory

"Please be advised that the handling, use and riding of a horse involves the risk of injury or death and that when participating in any riding event
sponsored by the VHC or Northeast Kingdom Equestrian Trails (NEKET) you ride at your own risk. Under Vermont Law, an equine activity
sponsor is not liable for an injury to or the death of, a participant in equine activities resulting from the inherent risks of equine activities that are
obvious and necessary, pursuant to 12 V.S.A §1039.  Prior to riding in any of our riding events or on the NEKET trails you must sign a liability
release, agreeing to follow all reasonable safety and helmet rules and releasing the VHC from any liability.

Signature of member(s)or parent if under 18

~  ~ Please Complete reverse side also ~  ~
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Vermont Horse Council
Vermont Horse Council Liability Release and Acknowledgment of Risk for Riders

(Participants) at the Vermont Horse Council Equine Activities
-PLEASE READ CAREFULLY-

I,  (Participant), and  (Custodial Parent, if Participant is minor),
understand and accept the risks and rules below:

Risks: I understand that the handling, use and riding of a horse involves the risk of injury or death, despite all safety precautions.
No horse is a completely safe horse. If a horse is frightened or provoked or even without any such reason it may divert from its
training and act according to its natural instincts which may include, but are not limited to actions such as: stopping short,
changing direction or speed at will, shifting its weight from side to side, bucking, rearing, biting, kicking or running from danger.
These risks exist for any person around a horse, whether mounted or on the ground.

Acknowledgement of Risks: I acknowledge the above risks and I voluntarily engage myself (or my minor child) in riding
activities organized or sponsored by Vermont Horse Council (VHC). I understand that I (or my minor child) should not
participate in any equine activity unless I am confident that I (or my minor child) can do so safely. Participation in equine
activities at VHC constitutes a knowing and voluntary assumption of all risks associated with equine activities, which is a defense
under Vermont Law to any claim for injury or damage and a bar to recovery.

Safety and Helmet Rules: I understand that I must follow the safety rules of VHC when participating in an equine activity
organized by VHC and that, if I am under 18 years old, I must wear an approved riding helmet and proper footwear. I
acknowledge that wearing a properly fitted and secured riding helmet while riding, mounting, dismounting and being near horses
may reduce the severity of head injuries or prevent death occurring as the result of a fall or other occurrence. I assume all helmet
related risks, including but not limited to the risk of injury if I don’t wear such helmet.

Release: I agree to fully and forever release and hold harmless VHC, its members, officers, directors, committees (such as NEKET), and
agents acting on behalf of or for VHC from any and all liabilities due to injuries, claims, damages, actions or losses, which may arise out of
my, my minor child’s, or my guest’s presence at the equine activity sponsored by VHC. Except in the event of VHC’s gross negligence or
willful misconduct, I shall bring no claims, demands, actions or litigation against VHC, its members, officers, directors, committees (such as
NEKET), and agents acting on behalf of or for VHC for any economic losses and non-economic losses due to bodily injury, death or property
damage, sustained by me (or my minor child) in relation to the operations of this organization. On behalf of myself and my minor children, I
hereby also release and forever discharge Vermont Electric Power Company, Inc. (VELCO) and its owners, officers, agents and employees
(the Releasees) from and against any and all claims, suits and damages that they may in the future have, whether known or unknown, resulting
from any action, inaction, representation, failure to warn or any other conduct whatsoever by the Releasees or any of them (except for conduct
or inaction actually intended to cause harm) arising from or in connection with the use of the VELCO right-of-way pursuant to a certain
license agreement between VELCO and the Vermont Horse Council.

Misc.: I agree that this release shall be subject to the laws of the State of Vermont and any dispute relating to this release shall be decided by
the courts of the State of Vermont. I agree and hereby waive, to the extent not prohibited by applicable law, the right to a trial by jury and
hereby agree, instead to a court trial. In the event any provision of this release shall be deemed invalid or unenforceable by any court, such
provision shall be deemed severed from this Agreement and replaced by a valid provision which approximates as closely as possible the intent
of the parties.

WARNING : Under Vermont Law, an equine activity sponsor is not liable for an injury to or the death of a participant in equine
activities resulting from the inherent risks of equine activities that are obvious and necessary, pursuant to 12 V.S.A §1039.
I HAVE READ AND UNDERSTAND THIS ENTIRE LIABILITY RELEASE

Date
Signature of Participant Signature of custodial parents (mandatory, if Participant is minor)

Address and Phone Number of Participant:  
For your equine legal needs call Jessica Ebert, Esq. at Collins McMahon & Harris in Burlington VT at 802 862 3524
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VERMONT HORSE COUNCIL
2015 CONTACT SHEET
www.vthorsecouncil.org

Officers

President Vice President Secretary Treasurer
Heidi Krantz Meg Costello Terry Rose Suzanne Martin
804 Morey Hill Rd. 15 Riverview Dr. 146 Bent Hill Rd. 6 Kingfisher Drive
Craftsbury, VT  05826 Essex, VT  05402 Braintree, VT  05060 Underhill, VT 05489
802-586-7559 802-355-0461 802-728-6303 802-899-4766
hkrantz57@gmail.com mcostello1953@gmail.com mrstrosevhc@yahoo.com martinset@aol.com

Directors

Patricia Branon . . . . . . 2018
780 Hill Rd., PO Box 26
Fairfield, VT  05455
802-524-3682
classicarriage@gmail.com

Phyllis Civitello . . . . . 2018
110 Edwards Rd.
Chelsea, VT  05038
802-685-2775
pc7229@hughes.net 

Karen Rosemark . . . . . 2017
P.O. Box 314
Sheffield, VT 05866
802-626-5085
waterdanceacres@yahoo.com

Belinda Brown . . . . . . 2016
140 TH 19
Craftsbury Common VT05827
802-586-2843
brownlovely1@gmail.com

Doug Smith . . . . . . . . 2018
8263 Vt Route 22A
Vergennes, VT 05491
802-759-3372
bigdoug_43@yahoo.com

Carmel Stone . . . . . . . 2016
117 Old Stage Rd.
Essex Jct. VT  05452
802-879-7354
motortim@aol.com 

Morris Lasell . . . . . . . 2016
Lasell Farm 
1031 So. Hill Rd.
Williamstown VT 05679
802-433-1344

Committees
American Horse Council:    Ilene Douglas; 675 Hatton Hts Rd., Morgan, VT  05853; 802-895-4322 idouglas@peoplepc.com
Annual Trail Ride :  Karen Blow 26 Highland Crofts Rd. Graniteville, VT  05654   802-839-0147 kaybee88@yahoo.com
Equine Emergency Fund: TBD
Farm Bureau:  Bev McMullin  1684 Airport Road, No Fayston, VT 05660  802-496-9281    mac@gmavt.net
Groton State Park (increasing trails): Phyllis Civitello, Sharon Paton, Karen Rosemark, Brenda Lasell
Membership:   Doug Smith, 8263 VT Route 22A Vergennes, VT  05491; 759-3372; bigdoug_43@yahoo.com
Newsletter:  Charlotte Mills, 291 Menard Crossroad, Williamstown VT  05679;  802-433-1179; chardust@myfairpoint.net
Northeast Kingdom Equestrian Trails (NEKET):  Mike Benoit; 1433 N. Cambridge Rd.; Jeffersonville VT  05464;  644-6742;

vhcmike@yahoo.com
NEKET Annual Ride:   Missy Abbott; 802-892-6108; missykabbott@aol.com & Sally Gaynor-Knecht; 603-915-7022;  

sally@gaynor-knecht.com
Parade Group: Jody Barna; 2309 S. Randolph Rd. Randolph Ctr. VT 05061; 802-498-3200; jbarna@tds.net
Riding & Driving Program:   Brenda Lasell 1031 S. Hill Rd;  Williamstown, VT  05679; 802-433-1344;

cashgoldbond@yahoo.com
Scholarships (General/4-H & Clif/Floyd College Scholarship)  

Karen Rosemark; Box 314, Sheffield, VT 05866; waterdanceacres@yahoo.com
Trail Maintenance Fund: Morris Lasell 1031 So. Hill Rd  Williamstown, VT  05679   802-433-1344
VT Trails And Greenways Council:  Michael Benoit; 1433 N. Cambridge Rd, Jeffersonville, VT  05464;  802-644-6742;

vhcmike@yahoo.com
Website: 

If you see any errors in your listing, please notify Charlotte so it can be corrected - Thanks
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VERMONT HORSE COUNCIL
Doug Smith
8263 VT Route 22A
Vergennes, VT  05491

There will be a  SEPTEMBER/OCTOBER NEWSLETTER .
Please use this as your reminder to get articles to me by September 20, so I can get the issue out before

October 1. This gives us plenty of time to remind everyone of the October meetings.

EDITOR’S NOTES

I appreciate all the items I have been receiving for inclusion in the newsletter.  We want

the newsletter to be about the Members! You can reach me at 802/433-1179 or

chardust@myfairpoint.net (prefer email).

Thanks for your help.  Charlotte Mills, Editor

TUNBRIDGE RIDE UPDATE

At the Tunbridge Ride in September, hay testing will be available. Allison Wilshire
from Nutrena will be doing it. If you would like your hay tested, put hay (preferably
from a couple different bales) in a small plastic garbage bag with your name on it and
give it to Allison on Friday. She will be doing the testing on Saturday and will have
the results by dinner. She will be available to confer with anyone after dinner,
explaining the results and giving recommendations on a feed program for your horse.
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