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May  2016 Vermont Horse Council E-Newsletter 

 

Sam McCarthy, Deb Holt, Carmel Stone, Jen Poulin, Ken and Suzanne Hoeppner, Mike and 

Pat Weisel, Walter Knight,DVM, Dianne Lashoones and Water Tower Farm, Randi 

Calderwood of Orleans County Large Animal Technical Rescue, Jacob Miller, Tim Tierney and 

 Sallie Grossman 

 

 

VHC Member Story - Jeanette Cole Bio 

 
I feel very grateful to have had horses in my life for all of my life.  My first thoughts were of the sheer beauty of the 

creatures and even though I was clearly years away from the vision of having a horse of my own, I none the less can 

remember having extra sensory perception for their where abouts in all my outings. 

 

Though I have no formal recollection of my paternal great grandfather or my maternal grandfather (Pop Pop) they both 

must have given me the genes of a horse lover; the former an owner and breeder of Standardbreds in Nyack, NY and the 

latter living in Queens, NY was a daily spectator at Belmont Park.  Pop Pop kept a daily journal of his “gains and loses” 

and knew the detailed pedigrees and stats of all the Thoroughbreds at the track, but due to the pressures of living during 

the Depression, never actually bet any money.   

 

There are two very strong recollections that I am sure I share with many of you who are equally smitten; the first time I 

fed a carrot to a big bay and my pleading to have one more quarter to give me three ovals on the live pony rides at the 

local fair.  

 

At age 7 our family moved into a big old house with an equally old barn in North Guilford, Connecticut.  I met my very 

best friend, Tracy, that year and she had a small herd of ponies.  We were inseparable from each other and from her 

ponies.  I have so many fond memories of galloping bareback through the woods, packing our lunches and riding literally 

all day together.  4-H helped me to develop my horse keeping skills and gave me some framework for riding.  Pictured 

below was my first pony, Goldie.  A gift from some generous friends whose boys had lost interest (silly boys!).  In 

addition to trail riding, I showed Goldie and won several ribbons on him.  I shake my head and smile now to think how 
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ignorant I was.  I didn’t even know what a proper lead was at the canter.  Goldie also had been trained to drive and I 

often went out on the roads in a small pony cart that I borrowed from Tracy.  This little pony took such good care of me 

and I was sad for the realization that I had grown too tall to ride him by the time I was 10.  

 

An opinionated pinto mare with heaves (Lady), a forward thinking Thoroughbred (Georgie Girl), a yearling Appaloosa 

(Filly), a secretly pregnant draft pony (Duchess), a beautiful pair of chocolate dappled draft ponies with flaxen manes 

and tails (Bob and Diamond), a well trained barrel horse from the West (Bojangles), a spoiled, stubborn chestnut gelding 

(Sundance), a chestnut mare with an attitude (Kelly), an earnest Thoroughbred partner (Monty), a patient, kind, 

Thoroughbred mare (Black Velvet), an expensive imported Hanoverian (Webster) and my soul mate equine (Scoring 

High) have all taught me so much about myself, about being a better horsewoman and about life.  

  

Horses have introduced me to so many diverse people and brought me across the globe and afforded me rich 

experiences.  As I close in on my “golden years” I vision myself giving back to the horse community and to supporting 

Equus caballus in ways that I have yet to imagine.    

 

Submitted by Jeanette Cole 

 

Classifieds 
Custom Imperial Tex Tan Show Saddle $750. Beautiful custom imperial Tex tan saddle.  

This saddle has a 16" seat and has been kept in a saddle bag when not in use. No 

blemishes, etc. and it cleans up beautifully. 

Contact Gloria Bruce at  finn821@aol.com 

 

 

I'm looking for 2017 winter help January and February for 2  geldings 

take one or both.  I can pay board with or  Without hay.  Call Karen 

at 802-839-0147. 

 

 

 

2003 Corn Pro stock trailer: Trailer is 16' long on floor 6' 7" wide 6'6" tall. 

Floor and tires are in excellent shape. Has rubber mats. Brakes and wheel 

bearings serviced last year. This is a great trailer . Can easily be towed by 1/2 

ton truck. Asking 4000.00 or best offer rchavt@gmail.com. 

 

 

  

mailto:finn821@aol.com
tel:802-839-0147
mailto:rchavt@gmail.com
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Feature Story:  Joining the Vermont Calvery 
Reenacting as a Civil War Cavalry Trooper 

“ I wanna be in the cavalry if they send me off to war 

I wanna good steed under me like my forefathers before 

I wanna good mount when the bugle sounds and I hear the cannons' roar 

I wanna be in the cavalry if they send me off to war” 

Corb Lund I Wanna Be In The Cavalry Lyrics | MetroLyrics 

This could be the theme song for anyone interested in doing 

reenacting as a Civil War cavalry trooper. There is a group right 

here in Vermont, 1st VermontCo. K, and we are located 

in Addison County. We are often asked what is required to 

become a reenactor. The answer is just a strong desire & a horse. 

The 1st Vermont, Co K group can help with the rest. Some 

details: Horse~a dark colored horse is preferable of any breed. 

The original 1st Vermont, Co K was all black/dark Morgans. It 

takes some training to get the horse use to gunshots, cannons 

firing & sabers clanging. The seasoned horses help the rookies learn the ropes. It is always a surprise that cannons firing 

seem to bother the horses the least.  
 

Equipment~We use all authentic/period correct equipment. This includes 

saddle, bridle, blanket, pistol, carbine, saber and all the clothing associated 

with a 1861 1st Vermont Cavalry Trooper. Co. K has a complete set of 

equipment to get new troopers started since owning everything at once 

can be a bit overwhelming financially. 
 

Events~Now the fun begins. We do local events & also travel to national 

events in Virginia, Ohio, Pennsylvania, and Tennessee. At these events we 

meet up with new & old friends. Sleep in authentic tents & live like a 

trooper would have during the Civil War. An example, is an event  

that is coming up in September, 2016 in Ohio. It is called Morgan’s Raid III. 

The third because there was a Morgan’s Raid in 2003 & 2006. This will be what is typically called a “campaign style” 

event which means we will be moving from point A to B with horses. With us will be the artillery being drawn by mules 

plus other reenactors from all across the US. Probably a total of 150 riders will be at this event & we will ride in 

formation & do battles along the route. Some of the battles will have spectators & school children. The highlight of this 

event will be transported by period correct, sternwheelers on the Ohio River, to a Civil War Ball. The horses will stay 

in camp on picket lines (high line) with guards while we spend an hour on the sternwheeler & then go to a period correct 

dinner & a ball.  
 

We are always looking for more members. For more information please call or email: 

Robin Severy, 802 897 2680, rsevery@shoreham.net OR Jean Audet, 802 948 2713 jean.audet4@gmail.com OR 

Tim Short, 802 349 8412 ssi@sover.net 
 

Thank you Jean Audet for submitting. 

 

tel:802%20897%202680
mailto:rsevery@shoreham.net
tel:802%20948%202713
mailto:jean.audet4@gmail.com
tel:802%20349%208412
mailto:ssi@sover.net
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Time To Ride Story  

  
I am confused. Are you? I put up my winter clothes and began taking out the clothes for summer hoping I can still fit in 

them…personally I think they shrink during the dark months of winter. Yet the weather keeps changing. Snow may be 

coming, not a lot, but still it’s a sign that its really not summer or even spring. What to do? Well, we must get ready for 

the changes. 

 

Check out the American Horse Council’s new initiative to encourage interested potential horse participants to become 

involved in this new program “Time to Ride”. Working on protecting riding trails, providing ways to find homes for 

neglected horses with their “Coalition for Unwanted Horses” are among several ways AHC has worked on being at the 

forefront of the horse world. And now they have this new program "Time to Ride," to deal with the loss of riders. If there 

are no riders, then figuring out ways to help people who want to learn about horses and to ride is critical. 

 

Just as it is necessary to get ready for a change in weather, so I think it is important that VHC be part of this adventure to 

deal with the changes in the equine climate, to help the little girl down the road who loves horses but has no way to pet 

or curry one as she begins her equine journey. Or to help the middle aged woman who is eager to fill that need to step 

into a world she has always wanted to visit. 

 

A number of equine related businesses have met, have looked into the problem of declining participation in the equine 

community, and have come up with the “Time To Ride” program.” Lots of information is waiting for you, so check out 

their suggestions and then figure out how they should be implemented by Vermont Horse Council. Since snow is 

forecast for this weekend, I have taken some time off from getting my summer wardrobe ready, and instead I have been 

checking out where to get information on how this program works. I went to the web 

site http://www.time to ride.com/time–to-ride-challenge/. There is a video there as well as a testimony from a camp 

that has had a lot of success in increasing ridership. These provide a great overview of this program. But I still had 

questions, but when I read that there are opportunities to earn some money I was sold, because I am going to need 

some clothes sometime, and because my horses could benefit with some new tack. 

 

While figuring out how to deal with a fluctuating weather system in order to dress in clothes that fit, it is also important 

for those of us who want more participants in our horse world to check out this program. I’m ready to saddle up and hit 

the road to help those potential horse riders join our world. As the American Horse Council says “…a healthy horse 

industry contributes to the health of Americans and America in many ways.” 

Thank you Ilene Douglas for Submitting. 

 

Parade Time !!!  
VHC riders are invited to ride in this year's Labor Day Parade in Sheffield with the theme of Farm 

Animals. Line up starts at 9:00am at the town municipal building.  Floats welcome, walkers 

welcomes, flag and banner holders needed.  Please contact Karen Rosemark 

at waterdanceacres@yahoo.com to sign up. 

 

http://www.time/
http://ride.com/time%E2%80%93to-ride-challenge/
mailto:waterdanceacres@yahoo.com
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News From Our President 
 

Are you ready to ride? The season is here. The tack is cleaned, the trailer is inspected. You’ve checked has the maps and 

your horse is totally in shape and ready to go! 

 

Vermont offers diverse riding opportunities from north to south and from the Connecticut River to the shores of 

Champlain. The Vermont Horse Council a long and strong history of working with the Department of Forests, Parks and 

Recreation at Groton State Forest and the NEKET Trail System. We’ve recently been developing the trail system at 

Willoughby State Forest. We recently attended meetings to explore trails at Ascutney State Forest, and the Robinson 

Project Trails in Rochester. 

 

Access to trails is a big part of the VHC mission, but it is not the only part. VHC is also active with safety projects 

including our newly filmed Public Service Announcement focused on trail etiquette for equestrians, bicyclists and 

walkers with dogs. 

 

Scholarships for youth, equine first aid classes, the annual Tunbridge Ride – these are just some examples programs and 

opportunities offered by the VHC. Check out our website, FaceBook page and blog to learn more about VHC activities. 

Ride with friends new and old, practice new skills and visit new places, help work on a trail project. There is always a 

new trail to explore! 

-Heidi Krantz 

 

 

Notes from the April 23, 2016 Member Rendezvous, Marshfield, VT 
Complete minutes are posted at www.vthorsecouncil.org Members from Bedford, Quebec to Orwell, VT and Morgan to 

Weathersfield met in Marshfield on April 23rd to learn about the latest Vermont Horse Council projects and upcoming 

events and issues. Treasurer Gloria Bruce provided an overview of our financial information and shared her goal of using 

the data available in QuickBooks to help with membership and donation thank you’s and renewal reminders. We are 

able to track income and expenses of specific projects and compare to past years. The Board can use this information to 

manage our funds, for instance, to reallocate funds back to the General Fund if unused over several years. The group 

also discussed our scholarship programs.Applications are down from last year, with only two college scholarships and no 

youth requests at this time. Morris Lasall suggested based on a conversation with Jane Thompson’s daughter, that VHC 

roll the Jane Thompson Fund into our scholarship funds. Directors Lucinda Newman and Gloria Bruce shared a proposal 

they are developing for consideration that would re-structure VHC business memberships to provide more options for 

support and sponsorship of VHC projects and programs. More details on this and any scholarship changes will be 

presented at the June 18 Rendezvous and Membership Meeting. Membership continues to grow slowly with new 

members joining as a result of the First Aid Clinic. Members are encouraged to recruit one new member each to support 

the growth of the VHC. The newsletter is an important promotion tool for VHC. Help editor Karen Rosemark by sending 

articles, classifieds,photos and other submissions to her at waterdanceacres@yahoo.com. We continue to work on 

improving distribution both with our email service MailChimp and the US Postal Service. Please let Karen know if you 

http://www.vthorsecouncil.org/
mailto:waterdanceacres@yahoo.com
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have any difficulty receiving the newsletter. A number of rides are planned this season – Tunbridge, NEKET and 

Willoughby ride information is available on the websitewww.vthorsecouncil.org. If you like exploring trails perhaps you 

can help Karen Blow plan the route for this year’s Tunbridge Ride. Contact her directly at kaybee88@yahoo.com if you’d 

like to help. There are trail project and equine access opportunities at Ascutney State Forest, Jim Jeffords State Forest 

and within the Green Mountain National Forest in Rochester. VHC directors and members are involved in these efforts. 

Mary Gilman and Doug and Vicki Smith will represent VHC at a meeting to learn more about opportunities related to the 

World Equestrian Games in Bromont, Quebec in2018 – watch for details! 

 

The meeting closed with an update on Groton State Forest work at New Discovery Campground, and information from 

Parks Director Craig Whipple who joined us for a potluck lunch and a tour of the project area. Our next meeting will be 

June 18, 2018 at the Center for America’s First Horse in Johnson, VT. Check the website for details. 

 

NEKET Comp Trail Ride 
Date:  Saturday, August 20th.  Contact person: Doug Smith (Bigdoug_43@yahoo.com) 

 

Volunteers needed: 

 Ride Manager  - Doug 

 Ride Secretary - Vickie 

 Scribe for Judge 

 Pulse and Respiration Crew (4) 

 Water Crew (3) 

 Food coordinators (2) 

 Scorers (2) 

 Trail Master/Trail Checker (day of ride) (1-2) 

 Drag Rider(1-2) 

 Emergency trailer / driver 

 Timer/Starter & helper 

 Coggins / Rabies check 

 Trail Marker 

 Score runner 

 Set up / Clean up 

 

http://www.vthorsecouncil.org/
mailto:kaybee88@yahoo.com
mailto:Bigdoug_43@yahoo.com
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 Horse Holders (?) 
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Supporting the Lamoille Valley Rail Trail 
By Jacob D. Miller 

Over the past six months I have been working on a project for my senior capstone at St. Johnsbury Academy. The project 

started out with me trying to locate the cause for rising CO2 levels and coming up with a local solution for the global 

problem. I quickly found the CO2 emission problem of Vermont to be in the transportation department. The solution I 

came up with for this was to support and promote the 

Lamoille Valley Rail Trail; a local decommissioned rail trail 

that extends across Vermont. 

I set up a meeting early on in my project with the head trail 

manager Shane Prisby to see how I could support the LVRT. 

Shane came up with a couple of projects for the trail that 

would become the basis for the rest of my project. The first 

project Shane suggested was to construct mounting blocks 

for the trail; the mounting blocks would be used by 

equestrian users to walk their horses across main 

intersections where the trail intersects with main road in 

Danville. 

I contacted Heidi Krantz and Karen Rosemark of the Vermont Horse Council to get some perspective from some 

equestrian users of what would make a good mounting block and where to place them. The three of us agreed that high 

pressure treated wood would be the longest lasting and that the place should be where the trail crosses rt 2B in 

Danville. I then proceeded to sketching up a blueprint for a mounting block and ordering the the wood through Alan 

Lumber Co. The Academy paid for the financing through the environmental program. 

I was able to construct two quality mounting blocks with the help of my dad John Miller and place them on the trail for 

use. I hope that the equestrian users find the mounting blocks comforting and bring more equestrian users to the trail. 

 

American Horse Council 
Vermont Horse Council Meeting – Marshfield  April 23, 2016 
 

The American Horse Council is a non-profit corporation that represents all segments of the 

equine industry Million dollars annually for the program. RTP is important to Congress has 

passed and the president signed the multi year national highway bill that is known as the FAST 

ACT bill reauthorizes the Recreational Trails Program for the next five years and provides 

85 recreational riders across the country. 
 

The new president of the American Horse Council is Julie Boadway, the executive director of the America Morgan Assoc. 

and the Educational-Charitable Trust since 2007. The current president, Jay Hickey, will be retiring June 30, 2016. 
 

The Annual meeting will be held June 12-15 in Washington D.C. at the Washington Court Hotel. 
 

Thank you Ilene Douglas for submitting. 
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Sunlight! Camera! Action!!! New PSA! 
On Saturday morning, May 7th , 2016 participants gathered in Cambridge at the Park and Ride to shoot the new PSA 

“Hikers, Bikers and Hooves,” on the Lamoille Valley Rail Trail. The weather was perfect and so was the scenery. Vince 

Franke of Peregrine Productions filmed the different riders, hikers and bikers at different angles and situations. It was a 

great experience for everyone  involved. The Safety Committee is hoping to have the PSA footage by the end of May to 

present to the Board of Directors for approval. Many thanks to Ken Hoeppner who wrote the script for the PSA and was 

instrumental in setting up the PSA and getting volunteers to help out. What impressed me the most was the 

teamwork and professionalism everyone shared. The “can do” attitude and shared importance of educating the general 

public in regards to sharing the roads, trails, etc. certainly showed throughout this project. 

 

We have raised $1020.00 for this project but still need to meet our goal. Please consider donating to this project and 

help us reach our goal by the end of May. I would like to give a heartfelt thank you for all the donations already received 

for this project.   Many thanks to the following volunteers: 

 Director/Cameraman: Vince Franke 

 Equestrians: Carmel Stone &amp; Coach, Jennifer Poulin &amp; Bell, Deb Vogl Burleigh and Rizzo 

 Wendy HallWalkers: Heidi Krantz &amp; Koivu, Sam McCarthy &amp; Daisy, and 

 Bikers: Mike and Pat Weisel 

 EMT with ambulance: Suzanne Hoeppner 

 Ken Hoeppner and Tim Stone 

 Thank you Heidi Krantz for submitting. 

 


